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4-Mr. Legare’s letter to a constituent is conclud- 
ed in the present number. 





o¢The bill before the senate for the suppression 
of the circulation of small notes in the District of 
Columbia, (amended so as to make it penal to issue 
or pass any note of a less denomination than $5.00 
aiter the 10th of Aprii next), was ordered to a third 
reading yesterday—ayes 31. 

o¢-The resolution inserted among the proceed- 
ings of ‘Thursday last, page 262, instructing the 
committee on the District of Columbia to inquire 
‘nto the state of the currency in the said District, 
was oflered by Mr. Petrivin, and not by Mr. Garland. 

It was Mr. Mailory, and not Mr. Sawyer, who on | 
thesaine day, cominented upon the adininistration | 
of the navy department. 





; 

{ 

xe>We have in 

fones on taking exploring squadron, | 

and will endeaver to find a place for itin our next. | 

itis stated that the sqnadron will be employed on | 

our coast during the winter, under the command of 

capt. Shubricle, and in the spring proceed on its ori- 

cinal destination under the command of capt. Law- 
rence Kearney. 


, 
type a letter from commodore 
eave of the 


—- 


osIt will be seen by our congressional abstracts | 
that both houses have been thrown into great ex- | 
citement by the presentation of memorials on the | 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia, &c. | 
in the senate the excitement commenced on Mon- | 
diy last in consequence of the presentation, by Mr. | 
Wall, of a petition of certain ladies of New Jersey | 
in favor of abolition in this District, which he mov- | 
ed to refer to the committee on the District of Co- | 
lunbia. Mar. King called for the question of its 
reception, and Mr. Grundy moved to lay that motion | 
on the table. He however withdrew his motion, 
aud then ensued an animated debate, which was 
ouy terininated by Mr. G. renewing his motion, 
which Was carried—ayes 25, nays 20. On the 
next day Mr. Swiff presented a memorial and cer- 
tain resolutions of the legislature of Vermont in | 
relation to Texas and sla the District, and 
lence ensued another exciting discussion which | 
subsequent page. 
Cue proceedings in the house are stated in detail, | 
and to them we refer our readers. The resolu- 
oi adopted by that body, directing that all pe- 
memorials, &c. on the subtect of slavery, 
being debated, 
is similar fo that 
ted by the house on the 25th of May, 1836, on | 
he committee of which Mr. Pinckney* 
Was Cuaivian; and, it is said, was oilered by Mr. 
Patton, in compliance with the instructions of a 
uecetiug Of the southern members of congress, of 
Witea he was chairman, held in the room of the | 


COmemy : y 


retin pay } ) a aft £X..) sore bs . <am } 
ninittee on the District of Columbia on Wednes- 


| 


} 
very in 


was arrested as statea in a 


j id precsca tes } . ’ orr dj ire 
iu, presented, Or reierreda, ic. 
+t 


tle report of { 
A 


rticuiars of tdat meeting, 


4 ad ‘ : J , , s¢ , ° j H ’ 
iis Hrevious ili Pung iP 4a on 
i 


Guy evening iasf. Live D 
tj tie afternoon of | 
uay, have not yet been published; but we un- | 
versfiud the meetings were attended by all the | 
leingers of fhe slaveholdine states, with few ex- | 
fpuons, and that the addresses delivered were | 
ery aniinated and characterized by great unanimi- | 
Yorseatiment. We will promptly place the pro- 
“eiings before our readers as soon as published, | 
Matthey may understand this momentous question | 


? o{1 : * = : 
In all its bearings. 





Canapa. Order has been restored in Upper 


. ‘ada, and from the large body of loyal troops in 
he Vicinity of Toronto, it is believed that all at- 
7 prs of the patriots in that quarter must fail. 
. ‘ ‘WeNnzic 


nzie, at the last accounts, was in Buffalo, | 
recuriay arins and ammunition, where, as along 
he whole line, great excitement prevails. ; 

‘ue patriots in Lower Canada had entrenched 
“’'Seives jin the village of St. Eustache, from 
wailed luey were driven, a few days since, with 
sat loss by the queen’s troops, under the com- 
atid of sir John Colborne. Particulars hereafter. 
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or the three resointions which accompanied 
Pinckney’s report, with the yeas and nays on 


the aes - 
“." passage, see Niies’ ReeisTer, vol. L. page 


“56. 
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SourH Carouina. The legislature of this state 


has passed the following resolutions: 

‘Ist. Resolved, That in the opinion of this legisla- 
ture, it is expedient that the revenues of the federal 
governinent be so collected as ultimately to sever 
the government from all connection with the banks.” 
Ayes 103, nays 11. 

2d. Resolved, That in the opinion of this legisla- 


ture, the revenues of the federal government should | 


be so deposited, kept, and disbursed, as not to be 
connected with or used in banking operations.” 
Ayes 112, nays 2. 

“3d. Resolved, That it would be unconstitutional, 
‘Inexpedient and dangerous to incorporate a national 
bani. (The words ‘for managing the fiscal opera- 
tions of the federal government,’ having been first 


2 


siricken out.)’”? Ayes 87, noes 16. 





Col. GHoxson, of the Mississippi delegation in 


| the house of representatives, is confined to his room 


by a severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism, 
which will account for his non-attendance in his 
seat during the past weck. [ Globe. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 
the advice and consent of the senaie. 
James Liddell, of Georgia, to be a commissioner 


under the 17th article of the Cherokee treaty of 


Oder *. Wils ¥ Rm fas ° 
1835, vice Wilson Lumpkin, resigned. 
Roger Barton, of Mississippi, to be a commis- 


sioner under the law of 2d March, 1837, relative to | 


claims to reservations under the 14th article of the 


| Choctaw treaty of 1830, vice P. R. R. Pray, re- | 


signed. 





From FLORIDA. In another page we have pub- 
lished a letter from general Jesup to a friend in 


‘this city stating the reasons which induced hii to 
seize Osceola, &c. 


A rumor was current yesterday that the war had 
been terminated through the mediation of the 
Cherokees. The deputation from that nation had 
held a council of three days with the Seiminoles, at 
which Sam Jones was present, with three hundred 
of the Mickasukies under his command. Micano- 
py received them very kindly, and with his band 


‘came with them into the camp, at Fort Mellon, 


where he had a conference with the commanding 
ceneral. The result was, the appointment of a 


(deputation to invite Sam Jones to come in, as he 


hed expressed bimself wiiline to do so if assured 
would receive friendly treatment. The 
deputation had not returned at the last accounts: 
but it was confidently believed that the mission 


General Jesup had left Fort Mellon for Garey’s 
Ferry on business relating to the discharge of the 
Tennessee volunteers. It is stated that he had re- 
ecived instructions from the department of war to 


ist l fh iC atl PV, King i hilip, Pei OF Oid, and about a 


tatper. 


Wild Cat has made his escape from Fort 
ustine, but Osceola refused (o eseape with him. 
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EMIGRATING INprAaNns. The tribes of Indians 


are one by one yielding up their ancient homes, 


and establishing themselves in their new ones in 


the ‘“‘far west.”? We learn from the St. Louis Bul- 
letin of the 12th instant that the steamboat Jlasca 
had gone up to Fort Gibson with 800 Creeks on 


board, all in good health and spirits, who had been 


collected in the old Chickasaw country, and were 
under charge of captain Morris, U.S. A. On the 
22d ult., the De Kalb passed up, with 500 Chicka- 
saws on board; on the 27th, the Kentuckian with 
800 more of the same tribe, under charge of Mr. 
Vanderslice, and on Tuesday morning the 28th, the 
John Nelson, with another large party, also went 
up. This unhappy race appear, at length, to be 
making up their minds that their fate is enevitable. 

The Bulletin adds—*The state of Arkansas is at 
present a perfect thoroughfare; many of the sa- 
vages are on the march, and soon the fierce Semi- 
nole and the powerful Cherokee will be added to 
the stormy elements, concentrated on our western 
frontier. The recommendation of the president is 
not a useless one, to erect fortresses, and station an 
increased military force in that quarter.” 


ct 





To the editors of the National Intelligencer. 

Genilemen: The Hon. Hugh 8. Legare,* in his 
communication in your paper of this morning, says, 
that ‘‘neither in the New Testament, nor in the his- 
tory of the Church and of the Christian world, for 
at feast 1,200 years after Christ, was one word to be 
found which could be fairly construed into prohi- 
'tion, nay, even disapprobation, of the relation be- 
tween master and slave.” 

Observing, in the part of the communication fol- 
lowing the above, a distinct intimation of a willing- 
ness to discuss the subject, when “‘leisure’’ and a 
| **proper place”’ could be found, | take the occasion 
to express my willingness to meet the honorable 
gentleman, whenever and wherever he may think 
proper to enter upon such discussion. If he will 
| procure a repeal of the GAc-LAw of yesterday, so 
|as to allow the discussion to proceed in the house 
of representatives, | would greatly prefer it there; 
'where, upon the question whether slavery and the 
slave-trade shall be permitted to continue in the 
‘capital of this republic, it is certainly appropriate 
ito show, if it can be shown, that they are not 1n- 
|consistent with the spirit and precepts of the reli- 
‘gion of Christ. I am, gentlemen, very respectful- 
ily, your obedient servant, 

WILLIAM SLADE. 
Washingion, December 22, 1837. 








TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION-—-SENATE. 
| December 18. Mr. Calhoun, asenator from South 
| Carolina, took his seat to-day. 

The vice president presented a report from the 
treasury department, in reply to a senate resolution 
of the 3d of February last, in relation to certain 
abuses charged by a letter of Mr. Dodge, in connec- 
tion with the custom house. 





Sas Ha Fs 1g ~itecr ry va i 7 . \ ‘ - 
r chiefs, to this city to see their Greai lonarter, and trom a narticular 


|yet remaining within the territories of the states, | 





Also, a report from the navy department, in reply 


to a resolution of the 13th of October last, in re- 
| gard to the condition and amount of the navy pen- 


sion fund, and the number of persons on the pension 
| list. 


Also, a communication from the commissioner of 


| the public buildings, in relation to expenditures, &c. 


} 


Which documents were severally laid on the tabie, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Buchanan presented several petitions and 


‘memorials; among the latter was one from the citi- 
‘zens of the city and county of Philadelphia, com- 


‘inenting onthe ruinous consequences of an unsonnd 


_wonld be successful, and thus the war be terininated. | 


' 
| 





| 





' 
\ 
' 


\ 
\ 





currency, and praying congress to disconnect the 


government from ali banks, and to establish the 
proposed sub-treasury system. Referred and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Wall presented a memorial from twelve men 
and thirteen women of Burlington county, New Jer- 
sey, against the annexation of Texas to the union. 

‘Mr. Preston said memorials of this kind were 
very numerous, and of much variety, with a view 
to force this maiter on the attention of congress. 
It was well known that they came froma particular 
lar class of politico-pii- 
?. would therefore now give no- 
tice that he should feel himself compelled to intro- 
duce a proposition for the annexation of Texas to 
the union,and that he should do so ata very early day. 

Mr. Wall said his only object in presenting this 
petition was to fulfil a duty which he owed to his 
constituents. He wished to avoid action now on 
the subject, and therefore moved to lay the petition 
on the table. It was so ordered. 

Mr. Wall presented the petition of 115 ladies of 
Gloucester, N. J. praying the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and 
moved its reference to the committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Mr. King called for the question 
on its reception. Mr. Grundy moved to lay that 
question on the table, but withdrew the motion at 
the request of Mr. Clay, who urged the senate to 
consider well whether the course heretofore pur- 
sued in not receiving the petitions was: the best 
one, and whether, on the contrary, the course for- 
merly proposed by an ex-senator of Virginia, (Mr. 
Tyler), would not be best to satisfy and calm the 
public mind; which was, to refer the petitions to 
the committee on the District of Columbia, or to 
some other committee, and obtain from them a re- 
port deliberately and fully discussing the whole 


2? ° a 7 
nmi nroan sts Mir 
ancnropisia, iyir. 





*See page 261. 
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subject, which might be sent forth to satisfy the | houn had no objection to the printing, nor would he,; retary of war to make certain experiments j = 

public mind, and prevent any further interference | if laid on the table, suffer it to remain there a long, jectiles, at the public expense. ee or 

on the subject. time. Mr. Cuthbert called for the reading of the} Resolutions were introduced and adopted ingy; the ba ats 
After this suggestion of Mr. Clay, a very animat- | fifth resolution: granted. ing into the expediency of raising the Om odifica 

ed and interesting discussion occurred, in which| Mr. Allen arose and offered some remarks to prove ' of the United States judge of the western  sworsargae pout VW 

Messrs. Wall, Calhown, Swift, Cuthbert, Roane, | that the effect of the pending motion was to deny ict of Mr. 


Prentiss, Niles, Strange, Davis, King, Hubbard, 
Rives, Preston, Pierce, Clay, Grundy, and Buchanan 


the right of petition, and for that reason declared 


his intention to vote against the motion to lay the 


Virginia; also that of the judge and d 


o tk istrict ‘ 
ney for the district of Indiana; also the a 


soos seepage” Soo 4 judge of 
district of Mississippi; and increasing the Ge of the 


cousideré 
in gener 


participated—finally, Mr. Grundy renewed his mo- | motion of reception on the table—at the same time | rors attending the United States courts. Pee Ju aa (ir 
tion to lay the motion to receive the petition on | he declared, that as he did not acquiesce in the| The bills to allow drawback on imported hem eaalty 
the table, which was carried. Ayes 25, nays 20. | prayer, or admit the right of the petitioner to control | when manufactured in this countr ; to remit the mm of 
[The debate, with the yeas and nays, shall have | the action of the senate, he would, after the peti-| duties on goods destroyed at the fire in New York. . ne 
a place in our next.) _ i tion had been received, vote for a motion to lay it) and to designate the boundary line between th, OM H 
After the presentation of some other petitions | on the table. state of Michigan and the territory of Wisconsin, tion as 
and memorials, on motion of Mr. King, the senate) Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, hoped that the memori- | severally read a third time, and passed. . . Messr 
adjourned. ‘ i : al would be withdrawn by the senator from Ver-| The senate went into executive business, anq wed in 
December 19. The vice president laid before the | mont, and give notice that he would introduce it shortly after. ‘ Indian 
senate a communication from the secretary of war, | at a future day, when the senate was more prepared! Adjourned, ‘ad his ¢ 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be} to act. Mr. Preston had no objection to the with-| December 20. But little business of importance ition 0 
printed. ; drawal, but wished that the document might be | was transacted in the senate to-day; the particulars The ¢ 
Also, a message from the president of the United | printed for the use of the senate. Mr. Swift in-| will, however, be given in our next. Mr, Grundy subjects 
States, in obedience to a resolution of the 12th of| quired if in case of withdrawal the printing would | from the committee on the judiciary, reported a reported 
October last in relation to the treaty with the Choc-| be done? Mr. Clay, of Alabama, contended that| bill to abolish public executions in capital cases Mr. A 
taw Indians, and the expenses incurred in relation | the senator had no right to withdraw; the memori- | By this bill, the execution is to take place in pre- | it adjour: 
to the same. als were now in the possession of the senate. Mr.| sence of the district attorney, marshal, and twelye This o 
On motion of Mr. White, ordered to lie on the | Swift expressed his willingness to withdraw, but | citizens selected by him, and a certificate of the Mr. Ae 
table, and be printed. _ be should certainly present the memorial again. No/| act having taken place is to be given. A resolution quested | 
A large number of private petitions were pre-| threats from any quarter would prevent him from | was offered by Mr. Calhoun, and adopted, calling ask for th 
sented and referred to appropriate comunittees. doing his duty to his constituents. Mr. King ask-| on the secretary of war to transmit certain reports for the pt 
Mr. Swift presented a memorial and certain re- | ed the senator from Vermont to. repeat his last re-|in relation to the Atlantic and western rail road. ip. Dou 
solutions* irom the legislature of Vermont, in rela-| marks. Mr. Swift complied. Mr. King demanded | Among the bills introduced, was one to provide {o; this gen 
tion to Texas and slavery in the District of Colum- | if the language had personal allusion to himself.| the security of western emigrant Indians. A reso. fleman w 
bia. Mr. 8. said he would move that this paper be | Mr. Swift had no allusion to any senator in particu- | lution, offered by Mr. Wall, was adopted, that the extraordi 
printed and luid on the table. lar, but there had been threats relative to a dissolu- | committee on the judiciary inquire into the expe- He was ¢ 
Mr. Norvell called for the reading of the document. | tion of the union. Mr. Calhoun. The honorable | diency of revising the criminal code. The bill to found inv 
The secretary having read the document, senator must then, allude to me. I have made fre-| restrain the circulation of small notes in the Dis. and assid 
Mr. King rose and said he considered it an infa-| quent allusions to the dissolution of the union.—| trict of Columbia, which was the special order, taments, 
mous libel and insult on the south, let it come from | Whatever I said, I meant. I am able to defend my | was postponed until to-morrow. powerful 
what quarter it would; it was a false statement in| ground, but I make no threats toward any senator.| December 22. This day the senate was chiefly the Chri: 
relation to the people of the south, when it charged | My feelings on this momentous subject, and my re- occupied in the consideration of the bili to restraiy that gosp 
thei with disregard for the laws, and he expressed | marks are public, not private, in their bearing. the circulation of small notes in the District of Co- been dev 
his surprise that gentlemen should present such| Mr. Swift withdrew his memorial, and gave no-||ymbia. The discussion was protracted, bat did guage of 


ag which they could not but feel were untrue. 
fit be so deep a disgrace to receive into this union 
a state tolerating slavery, how was it we have been 
and still continue, together? Coming from a state, 


tice that he would introduce it again on Tuesday 
next. 


On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 


not result in a decision upon the bill. A motion 
made by Mr. Clay, of Ky., to postpone the conside- 
ration of the bill until the second Monday in Janu- 


and +t, was lost by a vote of 14 to 27. 
if it,had been couched in proper terms, he would ary next, was lost by a vote o 0 


not have objected to lay it on the table; but the 
language and import were of such a nature that he 
should be compelled to vote against its reception. 
He would not have voted against the reception, but 
this was altogether of such a character as to induce 


‘instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting 
additional compensation in land to the officers and men 
who composed the battalion of twelve months’ Alabama 
volunteers, who served in the late campaign in Florida, 
under the command of lieut. col. Caulfield, and in like 
proportions to the families of those who fell in battle or | 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
On Thursday the 14th, the resolution offered by 
Mr. Bond on the 11th, relative to specie paid by _— 
deposite banks, since the suspension, was consider- nid 























: ea 8 “ea , tops responder 
him not to vote even for the motion to lay the ques- _ ne ye pons agar oe a ee | ed and agreed to. ; ; in whieh 
tion of reception on the table. Mr. Rives introduced a bill to establish and regu- rod emg tay.| meet ee ee ee and influ 
Mr. Swift hoped he should never prove so re-| Jate navy rations and for other purposes: referred to | Polnted by re Seer P Ponve. Rhett and Cleve Propagat 
creant to the interest of his constituents, as to re- | the committee on naval affairs. Messrs. Taliaferro, otter, oye Sees oe ‘ ‘ pursdane 
fuse the performance of his duty, especially to pre-| Mr, Rives, from the committee on naval affairs, re- land, were appointed a select ype i = the own shor 
sent resolutions coming from the legislature of his ported a bill to amend the 5th section of the act of petition of general Dut Green for stereotyping the ciety, has 
state. ‘The document was the result of no party | 34 June, 1834, for the better organization of the ma- laws of the United States. ‘ itn oni couplishi 
effort, it was the united voice of the whole state of | sine corps, without amendment. Messrs. Underwood, Lyon, oe t 9 6 the of these 
Vermont, and he hoped to receive no censure for| My. Grundy, from the committee on the Judicia- Reilly were appointed a select espe se iam ~ city, in w 
rendering due obedience to instructions emanating ry, reported a bill to alter and amend the act for the | memorial of James Ruinsey’s heirs — see of tha the cours 
~ “5,0 ey: punishment of certain crimes against the United | pr! 5 a remuneration for the invention oft the most 
r. Calhoun deemed the present moment one} gt, s, passed 1790, with amendments. , " - . " Bebener an’ a mo 
of the deepest importance. A great step had been arr bill Gale Neve 2 een respectins the iudi- Messrs. Harrison, Hopkins, Southgate, vegies vineing 
: . ‘ ’ hes , ; ? Pp > J and Dunn were appoirted a select committee upon thar 
taken in the progress of events. The circum-| jal system of the United States. ave net 4 toe ; al B lan that 
stance of the morning had come upon him wholly! Mr. Roane, from the committee on the District of | the petition of the heirs a lakes F Peter dlinded, i 
unexpected. He had never heard that the reso-| Columbia, reported a bill anthorizing the erection | The sernet Commence a ~ o wre Teonen Jr. A. 
lutions in question had been passed by the Ver- | of a hospital in the city of Washington; which was zereen ae Someass eens were aon & 4 Reilly. M that co 
mont legislature; yet he nfight have anticipated passed to a second reading. McKennan, Holt, Chambers, Hamer, _—— ‘ “i he had re 
as much. He had long foreseen the present state|" Mr, Wright, from the committee on finances, re-| _ The select committee on the petition of Ko there woe 
of things; and now the time had actually come, ported a bill to revoke the charters of such banks of | W- Murphy, asking the erection ofa monumen! . lo the pra 
when it was to be determined whether we are! the District of Columbia as ahall not resume specie | the memory of David Williams, one of the sg Mr. Da 
longer to remain as one united and happy people, payments by the Ist of May, 1838. of major Andre, in the time of the revolution@r) sual for 
or whether this blessed union was to be dissolved|" ‘Mr. Prentiss introduced a bill to establish a board | War, presented by Mr. Mc Clellan, of New er 7 es iene A 
by the hand of violence. Vermont has struck aj of commissioners to examine and hear claims against | Messrs. McClellan, of New York, Craig, Dever) mg 
deep and dangerous blow into the vitals of our} the United States; referred to the committee on the | Zubley and Maxwell. mr. “A 
confederacy. It was a time for action, and he | judiciary. Friday, Dec. 15. Mr. Evans, of Maine, gave D0 io Ke had 
could not, would not, entertain the idea of rejecting |" Mr. Zinn introduced a bill authorizing the Wash- | tice that to-morrow he should ask leave to bring i day 
or losing sight of the document before the senate; | jpcton turnpike company of Missouri to construct a} a bill authorizing the demarcation of the northeast- * Work 
but as he was unprepared at present to act on the | a road through the public lands: referred to the com- | ern boundary line of the United States. Th fr 
subject, he would move that the memorial be! ;ittee on roads and canals. On motion of Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, the — of he che 
laid upon the table, pledging himself not to op- | Also a bill to settle contested claims that have| resolved itself into committee of the whole poh I euterin 
pose the senator from Verinont, should he see fit! arisen under the pre-emption laws: referred to|4dams, of Massachusetts, in the chair) upon tie ‘ Ine 
to call itup hereafter; and more, would call it up| committee on private land claims. | resolutions offered by himself on a former a 5 a 
himself when he had time to prepare his mind| Mr. Young introduced a bill to provide for the | ferring the president’s message to the appropriate an) lve 
for action on the subject: determined the subject payment of horses and other property lost or de- committees. 7 nedien I 
should not rest until it had received the final action stroyed in the military service of the United States.| Mr. Haynes so modified the resolutions as to “é aig! : 
of the senate. It was his belief that the great body | Referred to the committee on military affairs. clude the appropriate reference of so much of - ny to i) 
of the north were sound in the matter at issue, but | On motion of Mr. Fulton, it was said message as relates to the subject of the +i 9 134 draf 
some seemed even to prefer the prevalence of this| Resolved, That the committee on the public lands | lations necessary to prevent steamboat accidents. soe by 
dangerous doctrine to the preservation and con-| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of} The resolutions being taken up sertatun, the fir by at 82 
tinuance of the union. His mind was unalterably | eranting a half section of iand to all settlers who| and second were adopted without debate. — is ‘ Au 
fixed, and nothing should prevent him from putting | shall continue to occupy and cultivate, fora limit-| The question arising as to the third, whic oe bevabp of 
his views into execution. ed time, any of the public lands bordering on the | poses a reference of the subject of the finance veer La th 
Mr. Morris thought some respect was due to the | country to which the Indian tribes have been re- | of the Bank of the United States to the comm! ¥ Acre 
source whence these resolutions had emanated—the | moved, as a means of adding to the defence and se- | of ways and means— Pe solution, tage | 
legislature of Vermont—and hoped they would at curity of states so situated. Mr. Cambreleng moved an additional reso : vid rpendiee 
least be laid on the table and be printed. Mr. Cal- On motion of Mr. Roane, it was by way of ameidment, that so much of ose the he Pre 
bar . Resolved, That the committee on military affairs | message as relates to the issue, by the 4 ies of f 1399 
*The resolutions shall be inserted in our next. | inquire into the expediency of authorising the sec- | United States of Pennsylvania, of the o a 
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Sees ’ ° . *“,* . . . . ° ° ‘ ° ‘ . 
ie bank, be referred to the committee on the judi- |on the petition of Cornelius Tiers, in obedience to |ing those who yet remain, when the time stipulated for 


ce which Mr. Haynes accepted as an additional 

vjification of the resolutions offered by him. 

‘Mr. Wise opposed the resolution in a speech of 

siderable length on the subject of the message 
. veneral; in the course of which he showed va- 
‘ - reasons Why he deemed the proposed refer- 
en (in the present state of the finances of the 
vanttys and in consideration of the peculiar organi- 
nation of the committee of ways and means) as in- 
“ edient and improper. He was replied to by 

Mr. Haynes, who urged the adoption of the reso- 
jation as a matter of usage and form. 

Messrs. Bond, of Ohio, and Reed, of Mass. fol- 
jwed, in opposition to the resolution. Mr. Boon, 
of{Indiana, made some incidental remarks in reply, 
and his colleague, Mr. Ewing, responded; when, on 
yotion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee rose. 

The two first resolutions (for reference of the 
subjects of foreign relations and commerce) were 
reported to the house, and . 

Mr. 4dams moved that when this house adjourn, 
itadjourn until Monday next. 

This motion prevailed. 


Mr. Adams rose, and said that he had been re- | 
quested by the rev. Mr. Wolff, now in this city, to | 


isk for the use of the hall, at 11 o’clock, to-morrow, 


jor the purpose of delivering a public lecture there- | 
iy, Doubtless, remarked Mr. Adams, the name of 


this gentleman is familiar already to every gen- 
leman upon that floor. He was one of the most 
extraordinary men living on the earth at this time. 

He was originally a Jew, and, after the most pro- 
found investigation of the Scriptures, and a patient 
and assiduous comparison of the old and new Tes- 
taments, he had been brought, by the aid of a most 
powerful intellect, to the conviction of the truth of 
the Christian revelation. ‘To the propagation of 
that gospel throughout the world he had ever since 
been devoting all his powers. In the beautiful lan- 
ruage of bishop Heber— 

: ‘From Greenland’s icy mountains, 

From India’s coral strand, 
Where Afric’s sunny fountains 

Roll down o’er golden sand, 
From many an ancient river, 

From many a palmy plain, 
They call us to deliver 

Their land from error’s chain!” 

Sr, said Mr. A., to this call this applicant has 
responded. He has visited every part of the world, 
in Which his eloguence, his zeal, his untiring zeal 
aid influence could make themselves felt in the 
propagation of Christian knowledge: and now, in 
pursiance of his great design, he has come to our 
ow shores, and in lectures, in sermons, and in so- 
vety, has already made much progress in its ac- 
couplishment. Mr. A. said that he had heard one 
oi these lectures, in one of the churches of this 
cily, iu Which the reverend gentleman had detailed 
iecourse of his adventures, which had been of 
tie most deeply interesting and romantic character; 
aca more profound, closely-reasoned, and con- 
icing argument upon the proofs of Christianity, 
than that contained in the lecture to which he had 
winded, it had never been his lotto listen to. 

Mr. A. thought that the object was one deserving 
of that consideration at the hands of the house which 
? lad requested; and he did not anticipate that 
‘re Would be any well-founded objection offered 
lo the pro position. 

At, Dawson, of Georgia, asked if it was not un- 
sual for the house to adjourn over a working day, 
abe other purpose than for the business of the 
lation: 
| Mr. Adams reminded the gentleman that the 
Ouse had already resolved to adjourn over until 
ays and that to-morrow would not, therefore, 
..orking day. The two motions will be found, 

‘inct from each other, upon the journal. 
of ern observed that such would be the form 

“ering the two motions upon the journal. 

4 notion of Mr. Adams was then adopted. 

notion of Mr. Garland, of Va. 

an i That the committee on the post office 
rediene ‘Toads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
bay tn Ay authorizing the postmaster general to 
bee as isha Jackson, of Virginia, the amount of 

' Grafts drawn on the 29th day of December, 
y William Smith, late mail contractor, in 
ie al fae: Jackson, one for $237, payable the Ist 
It day apa 1835; another for $237, payable the 
bavabt 0 November, 1835; and another for $239, 
© the 1st day of February, 1836; which were 

_i, cepted by the treasurer of the department, 
me been protested for non-payment. 
pends laid before the house a report of the 
h com eae cg the public buildings for 1837, from 
soa missioner thereof, in obedience to the act 


x” 
334. 


favor of 


4 


Also, 


a resolution of the house of the 17th of May, 1836. 
_ Anda joint resolution from the senate, appointing 
a committee on enrolled bills. Concurred in. 

The private bills from the senate, the first for the 


Erastus and Thaddeus Fairbanks, were read twice, 
and referred to the commmittee on patents. 

And then the house adjourned until Monday. 

Monday, Dec. 18. As soon as the journal was 
read, Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, arose and ad- 
dressed the house as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: A few days since my colleague 
(Mr. Fletcher) was excused from serving on the 


speaker did me the honor of appointing me to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by his withdrawal. The 
circumstances under which that vacancy occurred, 
which I deeply regret, seem to render it improper 
that I should occupy the place on that important 
committee. This, with perhaps one or two ex- 
ceptions, is the opinion of all my colleagues from 
Massachusetts. 

I therefore, sir, respectfully decline the appoint- 





Mr. Briggs was excused accordingly, and the 
' speaker directed to fill the vacancy. 

A large number of petitions and memorials, many 
of which prayed for the abolition of slavery in the 


Texas, were presented. 
Among the memorials presented was one by Mr. 
Adams, from a peace society, praying that congress 





| Mexico, that all matters in issue between the two 
countries should be amicably arranged, or submit- 
ted to arbitration. 

Mr. A. moved that it be referred to a select com- 
mittee, ‘‘with instructions to read, consider, and re- 
_port thereon.” 


dy been referred to the committee on foreign affairs, 


inquired if the motion was in order, without first 
repealing that order? 

The chair ruled the motion to be in order. 

Mr. Howard moved to refer it to the committee 
on foreign affairs. With reference to the instruc- 
tions “to read,” Mr. H. inquired of the gentleman 
if he ever knew an instance of that committee re- 
porting on any subject without reading it? 

Mr. Adams replied that he never knew that com- 
mittee to do so, but aninstance did exist of another 
Standing committee not only doing so, but a majo- 
rity of that committee had admitted it in a publica- 
tion over their own signatures. 

The chair said the petition, giving rise to debate, 
must lie over till to-morrow. | 
__ Mr. Adams presented an anti-abolition petition 
from citizens of his district, and moved its printing 
and reference to the committee for the District of 


Columbia; but, on motion of Mr. Dromgoole, it was 
| laid on the table. 





|. Mr. Cushman of N. H. offered the following reso- 


| lution. 
| Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, and other pa- 


| pers, remonstrating against the admission of Texas into 


the union, be laid on the table until an application 
| be made therefor on the part of that government. 

| Objection being made, Mr. C. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and asked for the yeas and nays, 


| suspend the rules, 


Mr. Fairfield presented sundry petitions, and also 
offered the following resolution: 


requested to communicate to this house whether any 
application has been made by the British government 


march troops over the territory now in dispute between 
the governments aforesaid; and, if so, the action of this 
government thereon. 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
president of the United States, by the hands of his 
private secretary, Abraham Van Buren, esq. and on 
|motion of Mr. Smith, referred to the committee on 
| commerce. 


The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of war, covering a report 





provement of Little Egg harbor, which, on motion 
of Mr. Smith, was referred to the committee on 
commerce. 

Mr. Dawson offered the following, which lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be requested to 
communicate to this house what number of the Chero- 
_kee tribe of Indians is yet remaining within the limits 


of the state of Georgia; how many have gone west of 





| the river Mississippi, in conformity with the late treaty 


| between that tribe and the government of the United 


> areport from the secretary ot the navy up- | States; whether he apprehends any difficulty in remov- 


relief of Elisha Towns, andthe other for that of 


committee of ways and means of this house. The 


ment, and ask the house to excuse me from serving. | 


District of Columbia and against the annexation of 


will accede to a proposition of the legislature of 


Mr. Howard remarked that the subject had alrea- | 


under the order of the house of Friday last. He | 


but they were not ordered, and the house refused to. 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be | 


|to the government of the United States, for leave to | 


from the chief engineer, in reference to the im- | 


| their removal shall arrive; what portion, if any, of said 
‘tribe have signified their intention to conform to said 
treaty; whether he has any information in his depart- 
| ment indicating a hostile intent among said Indians to- 
' ward the citizens of Georgia; and whether he has any 
reason which may incline him to apprehend that said 
Indians or any part of them may commit acts of vio- 
lence upon the citizens or gm upon the pro- 
perty, about the time they shall by the treaty be required 
to remove; what military force he has established in that 
section of the union to secure the enforcement of the 
| treaty, if necessary, and to prevent acts of violence or 
_depredations by the Indians; whether he contemplates 
an increase of military strength in that section; to what 
extent and at what time. And that the secretary be 
requested to say whether any precautionary measures 
should be adopted on the part of congress to aid his de- 
partment in causing the execution of the treaty with the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians, and preventing acts of vio- 
lence and depredations from said Indians or any part 
of them. 

On motion of Mr. Hawkins, 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of issuing a 
duplicate military land warrant heretofore issued to 
Crawford Johnson, a soldier of the revolution, which 
has been lost. 

Mr. Montgomery offered the following, which lies 
one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 
‘ed to communicate to this house— 

Ist. The whole amount of public lands belonging to 
the United States sold since they were ceded to the 
United States; exhibiting the nett proceeds, and distin- 
_guishing between those which have been sold within 
the limits of the different states and territories. 

2d. The whole amount of public lands which have 
been surveyed and exposed to sale in the several states 
and territories, and showing the amount sold and the 
‘amount remaining to be sold, according to the last re- 
turns. 

3d. The amount which has been actually patented 
in bounties to the army of the United States. 

4th. '[The amount granted to each of the states and 
territories, and jor what purpose. ; 

5th. The amount set apart or reserved for schools and 
other purposes in the several states and territories. __ 

6th. The amount granted in donations for the culti- 
vation of the vine and olive, and for other purposes, to 
general Lafayette. 

On motion of Mr. Rariden, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving and 
continuing in force the act authorizing certain soldiers 
_of the last war to surrender the bounty lands drawn by 
i'them, and to locate others in lieu thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Bronson of New York, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
'structing a ship and steamboat canal around the falls 
‘of Niagara, and that the report of the secretary of war 

to the house of representatives, bearing date the 14th of 
April, 1836, together with the maps and accompanying 
documents, (which document is numbered 214 of the 
first session of the 24th congress) together with all other 
‘papers on file with the clerk of this house relating to 
‘that subject, be referred to said committee. 
Mr. Chambers, of Kentucky, offered the follow- 
_ing, which lie over one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of state, treasury, war, 
and navy be directed, severally, to report to the house 
the amount of postage paid on letters and papers trans- 
'mitted from their respective departments by the express 
mail since its institution. 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed to 
inform the house, whether in estimating the amount of 
money received for postage on letters and papers trans- 
‘mitted by the express mail, he includes any estimate of 
postages on letters or papers transmitted by that mail 
from himself or any officer or officers of his depart- 
ment, having the privilege of franking, through the or- 
'dinary mail; and if so, what amount of postages in let- 
ters and papers from his department are so included, 
or is subject to be included, from the first establishment 
of the express mail. : : 

Mr. Mallory offered the following, which lies 
| over: 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
‘cause a continuation of the survey for an inland route 
‘between Charleston, South Carolina, and Norfolk, Vir- 
'ginia, (authorized by an act of the last congress,) be- 
ginning at the northeastern termination of the Dismal 
Swamp canal, and extending to Hampton Roads, and 
also the country between the canal and Gosport, with 
'a view to ascertain the expediency of continuing the 
canal to that place, or improving the river. 

On motion of Mr. J. Johnson, ' 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making ap- 
propriations of lands to satisty the warrants on scnip 
which have been issued, or which may hereafter issue 
according to the resolutions and laws of the Unite 
States, and of the state of Virginia, for revolutionary 
services. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, ne 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the appropriation 
| heretofore made for the erection of a marine hospital in 
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the city of Mobile to an amount sufficient to purchase 
a suitable site for the same, and to complete the requi- 
site buildings. 

On motion of Mr. Pennybacker, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
allowing to the clerks in the post office in this city, the 
ten per cent. allowed to the clerks in the several offices 
- apron by the general appropriation law of 


On motion of Mr. McKim, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a 
bill to encourage the employment of boys in the mer- 
chant vessels of the United States, when bound to for- 
eign ports. 

"Gis motion of Mr. Curilis, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law to abolish imprisonment for debt, on process issuing 
out of the circuit and district courts of the United States, 
in each of the states wherein imprisonment and arrest 
for debt have been abolished by the laws thereof. 

Mr. Slade, offered the following, waich lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to lay before this house a statement showing the 
number of acres of public lands which have been pur- 
chased underx the laws granting the right of pre-emp- 
tion, distinguishing the several laws under which, and 


the several states and territories in which such pur- , 


chases have been made: and that he also be direcied 
to communicate any information which may be in pos- 
session of his department, touching any associations 
which may have been tormed by intruders on the pub- 
lic lands, for the purpose of adjusting their relative rights 
of occupancy, and of putting down competition at the 
public sales of such lands, 

Mr. Taylor offered the following, which lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 


sions be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of 


amending the third section of the act entitied “an act 
rranting half pay to widows or orphans, when their 


wusbands and fathers have died of wounds received in | 


the military service of the United States, in certain 
cases, and for other purposes,” approved July 4, 1836, 


so as to extend the provisions of that section to all wi- | 


dows of officers and soldiers of the war of the revolu- 
tion, whose husbands were entitled to a pension. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of continuing an 
act of congress, passed the 10th of March, 1828, for the 


more, to be applied towards the preservation of the har- 
bor. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public buildings 
be instructed to inquire into the condition of the buildi 
occupied as offices of the navy department, and the oc- 


nes 
iS 


casion for additional convenient accommodations to the | 
officers and clerks employed therein; and into the ex- | 


pediency of ealarging the buildtay and providing the 
means of greater security from destruction by fire of ihe 
valuable papers and records which it contains. 

On motion of Mr. Reed, 


Resoli d, ‘J hie l the CO) umuttee on the y ys! offies ANG 
post ruads be instructed to inquire into the expedien 
of rednein r tiie rate of pos ace, 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, 
Resolved, That the comnittee on invalid pens 
consider the expediency of making further provision foi 
the surviving soldiers of the “Old Fourth Regiment of 

the United States infantry.” 

On motion of Mr. Padilins, 

Re solved, That the coniittee eh commerce he - 
structed to ing “re into bine t ped nev of nHianing per- 
manent provisi ri for re leasing’ seamen from thre paye 


ment of iiospital money. 


Mr. Grant offered the following, which lies over 


one day: 


mv 


Resolved, ‘That the postmaster general be directed to | 
’ 


report to this house the whole amount of postage col- 
lected by his department, on newspapers, for six months, 
ending June 30, 1837. 

Resolved, Vhatithe postmaster general be directed to re- 
port to this house a statement, exhibiting a list of all per- 
sons with whom he has contracted to carry express mails, 
the length of each contract by meas:irement o¢ estimate, 
the offices at which the express mail is opened on each 


route, the average waight of each mail, and the annual | 


i 





matic functionary from a foreign government who com- 
municaied a copy of said pamphlet to the secretary of 
State. 

On motion of Mr. Everett, 

Resolved, '\'iat the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ex- 
tending the provisions of the pension act of 4th July, 
1836, to widows who were married prior to the Ist 
January, 1785, and to widows whose husbands may 
have died, or shall die, afier the 4th March, 1831, or 
whose husbands were killed in the revolutionary war. 

Mr. Fillmore offered the following resolution, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of erecting a 
sea wall, or embankment, extending from the pier at 
Buffalo harbor, along the shore at the foot of Lake 
Erie, sufficiently far to protect the public works, har- 
bor, and city of Buffalo dom injury by mundation from 
the lake in cases of high water. And, also, into the ex- 
pediency of making any other improvements in the 
public works at Buffalo harbor, or additions thereto, 
ecessary to secure said works, and protect said har- 
bor and the adjacent lands from injury by the sudden 
rise of the waters of said take, and report to this house. 

On motion of Mr. Boon, 

Resolved, "Uhat the committee-on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 





compensation stipulated to be paid to each and every | 


contractor on express rail routes, and the duration of 
each contract. 

Oa motion of Mr. Slade, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to the Vermont volunteers, who went to 
Plattsburg upon the invasion bv the enemy, in Septem- 
ber, 1814. 

Mr. Adams offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States he 
requested to communicate to this house a copy transla- 
tion of all the pamphlets in the Spanish language, stat- 
ed in the report of the secretary of state to this house to 
have been printed and e'rculated by the late minister 
from the republic of Mexico, Gorostiza, before his de- 
parture from this country, and the name of the diplo- 


ithe refuse public lands, having reference to tie length 
of time that such Jands shall have been subject to sale 
at private entry, and of graduating to the settlers upon 
the public lands the right of pre-emption to @ quautity 
not to exceed a quariter-scction, to each head of a tami- 
ly, including his or her improvement. 

On motion of Mr. Snyder, 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands in- 
quire into the expediency of estabiishing a surveyor ze- 
-neral’s office for the state of Illinois. 
| Other resolutions having been received, cn mo- 
tion the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 1837. Mr. Everett, of Vt., was 
‘announced as appointed to fiil the vacancy on the 
/commitee of ways and means, occasioned by the re- 
siruation of Mr. Briggs. 

‘Mr. Haynes rose and asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the house to submit a motion that the house 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, on the reference of the presi- 
dent’s message; but withdrew it temporarily at the 
request of 








/committee of ways and means, to supply the place 
(of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr, fleteh- 
jer) vacated some days ago. Considering what 
| took place, Mr. I*. said he could not, consistently 
'with the friendship and the high respect he bore 
ithat gentleman, accept the appointment. 
ed that he hed come to this conelusion from his 
own sense of propriety, without consuiting any 
one. therefore asked to be 


hie excused from 


ithe hbonse and Tne filied by 


Rig Cbs a Laat 


vacaney directed to be 


lihe chair. 

| ‘Khe motion of Mr. Haynes. having been acreed to, 
ithe house resolved itself into acominittce of the 
lwvhole on the state of the union, Mr. Adams in the 


chair, on the reference of various portions of 


price of the public lands, and of graduating the price of 


nese nae 


Mr. Cushing moved that his resolution } 
ed, which was agreed to. 

The speaker laid before the house a commun 
tion from the secretary of the navy, teagan 
report of the examination of the’ waters of Nod 
York bay and vicinity, in reference to the e< ty 
lishment and construction of dry docks: which 
motion of Mr. Reed, was referred to the commi} = 
on naval aifairs. mittee 

The speaker also laid before the house a com 
nication from the secretary of war, transmittine 
ports of the paymaster general, accompanied Sin, 
copies of documents relative to certain claims . 
Indian volunteers: on motion of Mr. Fillmore. | id 
on the table. oie 

On motion, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 20. Charles D. Coffin, fy 

‘ . ? ’ om 
Ohio, in the place of Andrew W. Loomis, resigned 
appeared, and took his seat to-day. ie 

Mr. Cushman, of New Hampshire, moved that the 
house again go into committee of the whole on the 
president’s message. : 

But the house refused to suspend the rules for 
that purpose. 

Mr. Slade having on a former day presented two 
memorials from Vermont praying for the abolition 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, and hayine 
moved that they be referred to a select committee 
and debate threatening to arise thereon, the motion 
was laid over until this day; and the question on 
such reference coming up in order as the first busi. 
ness before the house, 

Mr. Slade read one of the memorials, and they 
proceeded to address the honse at large in suppoit 
of his motion. Mr. S. having antmadverted with 
some severity on the course pursued in the house 


© print. 





Mr. verelt, who remarked that he was not pre- | 
( sent when the journal was read, but was informed | 
collection of tonnages on vessels at the port of Balti-| that he had been announced as appointed on the | 


He add-} 


serving on thet committee; which was accorded by | 


'in regard to memorials on this subject, and spoke, 
| of it as reduced to a matter of system, by an unde:- 
| standing which resulted in southern gentlemen in- 
| variably rising and meving to lay all motions for the 
reference of these memonriais on the table— 

Mr. Wise interposed, and with some warinth r- 
pelled the idea of any preconcert or understandiny 
on his own part (and he had most frequently made 
the motion to lay on the table) with a single indi- 
| vidual; and, so far from there being a systeiatic 
‘arrangement among southern gentlemen on the 
| matter, there was, on the contrary, a total want of 
concert; and as to the promptitude of the chair in 
anticipating such motions before they were con- 
pleteiy uttered, he would do the speaker the justice 
to testify that never had a word, or even Intimation 
passed between the chair and any southern gentic- 
man in relation to these motions 


nA ’ ° ° 7 L ay natty 
Mr Slade disclaimed any personal charge eithe: 


'on the gentleman from Virginia or the speaker. 
The promptitude of the chair was proper, aid 
arose from a desire to save time. 

Mr. S. then resumed his speech, but had proc 
ed but a littl further, when 

i Dawson cailed upon him for an explanation 
ofa remark he had made, that the course pursacd 
in relation to these abclificn memori would oi 
maniled the cheek of a British parivament wit 


Pid thea meniieman 
Pid cil Aral : 


and indignation. 


L 
. vTr ar Be on 4 Nn » ‘ } sar ¢n 2efTrd ) 
mean to charge that Mr. D. had ever so acted 
t! i an ones 


this matter as would mantle the cheek o} 


ipresident’s message to the appropriate standing} man with indignation either in parliament oF ay 
yimittees where elise? 
(he question pending was on agreeing to the Mr. Slade said that he meant to give application 
lrodified resolution of Mr. Fiaynes, to refer every| to the remark no further than the langnage " 
thine embraced io the message on the subject ofthe! implied. Hethen respmed; and having, alters 
inees of the country, to the commitiee of ways, time, concluded what he had to say on the manne: 
and means. of treating these memorials, and what he consic! 
- 


resolution 

| Messrs. Duncan and Holse: 

| And opposed by Messrs. Williams of Tennessee 
and Cushing 

| Mr. Cushing concluded his remarks by submit- 
ting the following amendment to the resolution: 

| Whereas the influence of the executive depart- 
‘nent of the federal eovernment has, for some time 
ip ist. in derogation of the letter and spirit of the 


was sustained, at length, by 
y, 


|constitution, continued to increase, and ought to be 
‘diminished, 

Resolved, therefore, That in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the president’s message as 
relates to the collection, safe keeping, and transfer 
of the public moneys be referred to , with 
instructions to report— 

First, Such method of keeping the public trea- 
sure, effects, and other property, as in the judg- 
ment of said committee shali most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare, and to rescue the liberties of the 
people, and 








Secondly, Such other refoem in the practice of 


the government. as in their opinion shall tend to 
brine back the adininistration thereof to the stan- 


'dard of the original purity of the constitution. 


On motion of Mr. Underwood, the committee | 





rose at the suggestion of Mr. Combreleng. 


!as a more manly and dignified course to be purse 
in relation to the whole subject, by referring Mem 
to a select committee, he proceeded to the subject 
| of the memorial itself, which prayed for the aboutio! 
of slavery within the Distriet of Columbia. Aint 
what, asked Mr. S. ts slavery? 

[The chair here interposed, and observed : 
Mr. 8. could not discuss the merits of the memor™ 
onamere motion for its commitment. The question 
before the house was the question of comimitael 
alone, and to that Mr.S. must confine his remar” 
The motion for commitment had been accompa” 
with no instructions: had it been, the whole hes 
would have been opened.} hair 

Mr. Slade submitted to the decision of the ci 
and forthwith modified his motion for the comm!” 
‘ment of these memorials to a select comm” 


icii« 
yOLLSHU 


thot 
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| by adding “with instructions to report a bill ab 

| ing slavery within the District of Columbia. 1. 

| Mr. Wise inquired whether the motion, thus me° 
ified, mnst not lie over one day? 

| The choir replied that the m°* 

‘been received, and the motion enferta 

| reference toa committee, such would not 


morial havin 
ined for }* 


be the case: 


Mr. Slade was about to resume; when tl 





ry % 4 - ie ee } ave : 
Mr. Legare, of South Carolina, asked lei 
| say a word. 
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Mr. Slade pausing— 


Mr. Legare said he wished to implore* the gei- | 


Vermont solemnly to consider what he | 
He suppticated him for the sake of bis 
ents, for the sake of those of Mr. L. 
of us all, to pause and 
he took another step on the ground be- | 
Mr. L.’s constituents had not directed | 


‘onan from 
was doing. 

own constitu 
‘or the sake 
ject before 
(ore Him. bet 
bm thus to mteriere, bul, as a man, as an Ameri- | 
van citizen, he would supphicate the gentleman to | 
ake further time to consider, If it was trae, as 
the gentleman had said, that a spirit had been 
wwakened ou this subject which could never be 
pressed or chiden into sublinission, when the 
ost solemn and explicit contracts forbade its in- 
iglgence, Wheks the agitation oi the question might | 
ove the fate of a nation, of a continent, nay, of 
the entire world, let that gentleman be assured, 
and he warned him not in the language of defi- 
wee, for that he well knew brave men every where 
jspised), but let the gentleman be well assured 
that that spirit would be encountered by another as 
incapable to the full of being repressed by any hu- 
gan power. If the question must be forced upon 
vem, they Were perfectly and promptly ready to 
tkeup the gauntlet. Let him tell the gentleman 
most solemnly and seriously that he bad had occasion 
ty look at the question in as deliberate and philoso- 


gy) 
sil} 


' he 
seriously to re- | 


een 





nhical arpanner as the gentleman had proposed it 
should be examined in a committee; and he had 


found in the systems of philosophy, and in the body | 
of Christian doctrine against both property and war, 
tian against slavery. The gentleman might as/ 
well look there for grounds to advocate a communi- | 
ty of goods, as to abolish slavery. There had not) 
ben, for more than 1200 years after the intro-| 
juction of Christianity, the least possible pretext | 
brought from its precepts in favor of war, even 
where no previous stipulation, as in this case, ex- 
isted for the preservation of peace. (Mr. L. spoke 
with great veheimence, and we could, at times, | 
with difficulty catch his language; but the above 


| 
cme to the conclusion that there was more to be | 


conveys, We believe, the substance of his mean-| 


) Could gentlemen wonder that southern men 
were excited on this occasion? His constitu-| 
ents had not sent him there to listen to these things 
—o hear, from day to day, the most worn out com- 
uonpleces brought up and reiterated in his ears—to 


ing.) 


lear al! that was vital to the safety of their firesides, | 
aul the very structure of southern society, vilified; _ us | - 
‘of Independence, and the constitutions of several 


aan offence against God and man. Not only was 
it wearisome and disgusting beyond endurance, but 
be trembled at its obvious practical results. 

Mr, Slade resumed, when 


- ener = NE OO 


*To the editors of the National Intelligencer: 
Washington, Dec. 21, 1337. | 
GENTLEMEN: I am not surprised that, owing to the | 

eKcitenvut under which I spoke yesterday, your re-| 
er suould, as he expresses it, “catch my language | 

wh @iiculty,” and, on almost any other subject, [| 
fluid dave suffered, what I was reported as Raetinn | 
ered in debate, to pass without rectitying it. But the 
iintter of Slavery is a thing by itself, and I do not choose 
ve msunderstood in regard to it. I beg, therefore, 
mthout acknowledging aay thing not herein denied) 

N Temiurss that, 

1 mpiored” the gentleman from Vermont, and did 

1M ‘supplicate,” for the sake of his own constituents, 

felnan of mine—for the sake of the whole country— | 

“pause before he took such a step as moving the ine | 

‘rictous; adding, that my constituents authorized me | 

Hive no such language, but that I spoke as an Ame- | 

‘ictuzen. I then proceeded to say, that the spirit 

spoke of would most assuredly encounter another | 

“Wiere, to the fuil as stubborn and invincible, &c. | 

Sud, and say again, that the discussion is fraught | 

Wie most tremendous consequences to the whole | 

“luty; that it involves the hopes and destinies of a| 

sr eat—a2 world (not “the entire world.”’) 

yt tat neither in the New Testament nor in the | 
“ANY ol the ; 


} 


wir 





20 } ‘ars ater Christ, was one word to be found 
4 could be fairly construed into prohibition, nay, | 
“ven a disapprobation of the relation between mas: | 
br and Slave; (thourh all, or very nearly all, the servants | 
2 te world were sdaves;) still less, which justified 
nsilan raan in disturbing the peace and endanger- | 
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Mr. Pawson asked him for the 
might move an adjournment. 

Mr. Slade refused to yield the foo: 
had at first intended, when he ask 
eence to vield the floor for a momen 


Mr. Slade resumed, and expressed his approval 
of the centleman’s ardor, though he conuid not arree 
with fim in sentiment. We had proceeded fora 

‘few minutes, again inguiring what siavery was? 


and was proceeding to define it, when— 
AT; 
sar. 


some agitation began to be manifest in the house, 
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floor, that he | discussion of slavery, as existing within the states, 


_was not in order; when he was desirous to read a 
| paper and it was objected to, the chair had stepped 
Mr. Legare apologizes for having said more than 


ed his indul- | 


oe Pe aes es 
i vaned; portions of the 
Dawson again asked him for the tloor: and | 


| 


Mr. Slade again insiste: on his right to the floor, | 
tion of slavery in Virginia? He thought not; and 


and, continuing to sceupy it, proceeded to quote 
from the authority of asouthern judge as to the na- 


ture and effect of slavery in reducing the slave to a/ 


chattel, &c. when— 

Mr. Wise appealed to the chair. 
from Vermont was discussing the question of sla- 
very within the states, when his motion was to re- 
fer a memorial for.the abolition of slavery within 
the District of Columbia. He was plainly trenching 
on ground held by all to be inviolable. 

The speaker said that it was not in order to dis- 
cuss the subject of slavery within any of the states. 

Mr. Slade denied that he was doing so. He had 
quoted the authority, as he might a legal opinion 
delivered in Great Britain. As he was explain- 
ing— 

Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, moved that the house 
adjourn. 

The chair pronounced the motion out of order, 
while a member was in possession of the floor and 
addressing the house. 
to the gentleman from Vermont, who could not but 


He would, however, suggest | 


| 


him; but the objection had been withdrawn, and 
Mr. Slade had been suffered to proceed; be was 
now about to read another paper, and objection 
was made; the chair would, therefore, take the 


e question on permitting it to be read. 


i My. Robertson, Mr. Jthett and others, rose and 
addressed the chair; a good deal of confusion pre- 

i southern members were 
leaving the hall.} 

Mr. Rheit rose to order. He asked if the gentle- 
man from Vermont had a right to discuss the ques- 


he invited the whole southern delegation, from all 


the slaveholding states, to meet forthwith in the 


. committees room of the District. 


The gentleman | 





j 
| 
{ 
' 


The speaker again recapitulated and vindicated 
the correctness of his own course, as being dictated 
by the rules of the house, what his personal feelings 
had been might easily be conjectured; had it been 
in his power to restrain the discusion, he should 
promptly have exercised the power, but it was not. 

Mr. Slade said the paper he wished to read was 
an act of the continental congress of 1774. 

hog chair was about to put the question on leave, 
when 

Mr. William Cost Johnson inquired of the chair 
whether it would be in order for the house to vote 
that the gentleman from Vermont be not permitted 
to proceed? 

The chair replied it would not. 

Mr. McKay, of N. C., said that the gentleman 
had been pronounced out of order in discussing sla- 
very in the states; and the rule declared that when 


observe the state of the house, to confine himself) a member was so pronounced by the chair, he 


strictly to the subject of his motion. 
Nir. Slade resumed. 


' some time, 


| 


| 


should take his seat, and if any one objected to his 


After he had proceeded} proceeding again, he should not do so, unless by 


leave of the house. Mr. McKay did now object to 


Mr. Dawson inquired of the chair whether the | the gentleman from Vermont proceeding any far- 


morning hour had not expired? 


The chair replied that the restriction of one hour | 


every morning was confined to reports and resolu- 
tions: but did not extend to memorials. 


Mr. Slade went on for a considerable time longer, | 


when Mr. Petrikin called him to order. 


| 


| 
| 


' oe... . ° | 
Mr. Slade called Mr. Petrikin to order for the in- 


terruption. 
The chair declared Mr. Slade in order. 
He proceeded at length, quoting the Declaration 


of the states, and had got to that of Virginia, when 
Mr. }Vise called him to order. 
The chair decided, from the rule, that Mr. S. 


ther 

[Much confusion arose; many members rising at 
once. | 

The chair read the rule referred to; and said 
that, as an objection had now, for the first time, 
been made under that rule to the gentleman’s re- 
suming his speech, the chair decided that he could 


‘not do so without the leave of the house. 


| 
| 
i 


| 


Mr. Slade said he had been permitted to read the 
papers he had read, and to proceed and comment 


(on them. He had been doing nothing for these 
| twenty minutes past, but by leave of the house. 


could not read any paper, if it was objected to by | 


any member, without the leave of the house. 

Mr. Wise said that the gentleman had wontonly 
discussed the abstract question cf slavery. going 
back to the very first day of the creation, instead 
of slavery as it existed inthe District, andthe pow- 
ers and duties of congress in relation toit. He was 
now examining the state constitutions to show that 
as it existed in the states it was against them, and 
against the laws of God and man. This was out 
of order. 

Mr. Slade explained and argued in vindication of 
his course, and was about to read a memorial of 
Dr. Franklin, and an opinion of Mr. Madison on 
the subject of slavery, when 

The reading was objected to by Mr. Griffin, of 
South Carolina. 

The chair said the papers could not be read with- 
out permission. 
Mr. Slade. 
him read them. 

The chair said this was equally against the rule. 

Mr. Griffin withdrew his objection, and 


Then I send them to the clerk—let 


ment on them as he wenton. He was then about 


Virginia previously to the date of the memorial of 
Pranklin. 

Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, inquired of the 
chair what the proceedings 
with the question before the house? 

on 


Che chair was about to reply, when 
Mr. Wise rose with warmth, and said, he has 


| 





| 


, : ° 4 A , ~ ; : . . . | 
ehurch and of the Car.stian world, for at} to go back and show what had been the feeling in| 


in Virginia had to do, 


discussed the whole abstract question of slavery; 
of siavery in Virginia; of slavery in ny own dis- | 


4 4 ° “nr aale ail a . OF an — — > — oi fl, 
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me from this hall. 


Vir. Slade. Mr. Speaker, t do not yield the flco: 

Mr. Holsey. Task the Georgia delegation to do 
the rime, 

Mr. Raett. The South Carolina delegation have 
urealy consulted together, and agreed to have 
tp +) ot 3 o’elock. in the committee room of the 
District of Columbia. 

The speaker here said that the gentleman frem 
Vermont had been reminded by the chair that the 


| 


Mr. Slade proceeded toread the papers and com-| 


The chair directed Mr. Slade to take his seat un- 
til the question on leave should be put. 

Mr. Slade said he should not discuss slavery in 
Virginia, and he asked leave to proceed as in order. 

On this question, Mr. Allen, of Vermont, de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Rencher moved an adjournment. 

Mr. .4dams and many others rose and demanded 
the yeas and nays on adjournment. They were 
ordered and taken, and resulted, yeas 106, nays 63. 

[ Most of the seats of southern members vacant. ] 

So the house adjourned. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, said he had 
been appointed, as one of the southern delegation, 
to announce that all those gentlemen who repre- 
sented slaveholding states were invited to attend 
the meeting now being held in the District commit- 
tee roorn. 

Thursday, Dec. 21. Upon the reading of the jour- 
nal, Mr. Slade* moved that the same be amended 
by adding after the name of Mr. McKay, in the last 
clause, the words, ‘:renewed the question of order 
previously made by Mr. Rhett, and withdrawn.” 

Mr. Slade said that his purpose in moving this 
amendment was, that the journal might show— 
what was a materia! fact—that when he was finally 
called to order and directed to take his seat, he was 
proceeding (as he liad for some time been one) 
under the permission impiied in the previous with- 
drawal of the objection, and the acquiescence of the 
house, audibly expressed in various quarters. He 
deemed this material, because the decision of the 
gnestion whether he sbould be allawed to proceed 
in order, (as he had moved for leave to do), might 
be affected by the question whether, when finally 
called to order, he was proceeding with the permis- 
sion of the house. 

The chair then stated the facts historically, as 
contained in the proceedings of yesterday. The 

*M;. Slade requests us to say that, in the motion 
to amend the journal, made by him yesterday morn- 
ing, he was mistaken in supposing that the ques- 
tion of order finaily made was a renewal of one 
previously made, and withdrawn by Mr. Rheli; but 
that it was Mr. Griffin who originally raised the 
of order, nud withdrew the objection. 
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motion of Mr. Slade to amend the journal was then 
refused without a division. 

Mr. Patton, of Virginia, asked the consent of the 
house to offer a resolution. Mr. Adams objected. 
Mr. Pation moved a suspension of the rules, to ena- 
ble him to offer the resolution. Mr. Cushman call- 
ed for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. Mr. 
Biddle asked if the resolution was debateable? The 
chair replied that, when introduced, it would be- 
come so, but was not so now. The vote for the 
suspension of the rules, to enable Mr. Patton to 
make his motion, was decided by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, 
Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, J. 
Colhoon, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John 
Campbell, T. J. Carter, Wm. B. Carter, Casey, Cham- 
bers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Corwin, Craig, Crockett, 
Cushman, Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Ed- 
wards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, J. Garland, James 
Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Hol- 
sey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Jabez Jackson, 
J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kii- 
rore, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Logan, Lyon, 
Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, 
R. McClellan, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Mene- 
fee, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Par- 
ker, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Plumer, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Robertson, 
Sawyer, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 
Smith, Snyder, “Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stuart, 
Stone, Taliaferro, Taylor, ‘Titus, ‘T'oucey, ‘Turney, Un- 
derwood, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, A.S. White, 
John White, 'T. 'T’. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sher- 


rod Williams, J. W. Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H.| 


Williams, Wise, Yell—135. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
John W. Allen, Ayerigg; Bond, Borden, Briggs, W. 
3 ‘ Beech: of 
B. Calhoun, Coffin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, 
Davee, Davies, Duncen, Dunn, Evans, Everett, wing, 
I. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Goode, Grennell, Haley, 
Hall, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Ingham, Lin- 


coln, Marvin, 8S. Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, M. | 


Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes,; Ogle, Parmenter, 


ta 


Patterson, Peck, Boo Potts, Rariden, Randolph, | 


Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Strat- 
ton, Tillinghast, Toland, E. Whittlesey, Yorke—60. 
So the rules were suspended. 
Mr. Patton then offered the following resolution: 
‘Resolved, That all petitions, memorials and pa- 
pers touching the abolition of slavery, or the buy- 


district or territory of the United States, be laid 


upon the table without being debated, printed, read | 


or referred, and that no further action whatever 
shall be had thereon.”’ 

The resolution having been read, and the question 
upon it propounded from the chair, 

Mr. Patton said that this resolution was offered 
in the spirit of peace and harmony. It involved, 
so far as he himself was concerned, and so far as 


concerned some portion of the representatives of 


slaveholding states, a concession which they held 
to be very considerable. He considered it, however, 


as a timely sacrifice to the peace and harmony of 


the country. He hoped that the effect would be to 


allay, not to exasperate and excite agitation and | 


angry feeling. The desire of those with whose 
concurrence this resolution was offered, was, to ex- 
tinguish, and not to kindle the flame of discord and 
excitement in the country. In such a spirit, with- 
out a word of comment, or giving utterance to one 
of those emotions which were swelling in his bo- 
som, at the recollection of the scenes of yesterday, 
he should do on this that which he had never done 


before, since he had been a member of that house, | 


move the previous question. 

Mr. Adams rose and remarked that the gentle- 
man from Virginia had been permitted to make 
remarks, in introducing his resolution, and— 

[Here Mr. .¢dams was interrupted by loud cries 


of order, and the speaker pronouncing him out of 


order, whilst a motion for the previous question was 
pending, ] 

Resumed his seat. 

The call for the previous question was seconded 
by a vote, by tellers—124 ayes, noes not counted, 

The question then recurring, ‘shall the main 

uestion be now put?” 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and the question 
was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty. Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brod- 
head, Bruyn, Buckhanan, John Calhoun, Cambreleng 
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Wm. B. Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, W. B. Carter, 


Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, 
Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, J. Jackson, J. John- 
son, W. C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, Maury, 
May, McKay, Robert McClellan, A. McClellan, Me- 
Clure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, No- 
ble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, “Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Robert- 
son, Sawyer, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Thompson, ‘Titus, Toucey, Turne . 
Underwood, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thos. 'T’. 
Whittlesey, I. Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. W. Wil- 
liams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Wlliams, Wise, Yell—129. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
Wm. B. Calhoun, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, [. Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, Grennell, Haley, 
Hall, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Lincoln, Mar- 
vin, S. Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Milligan, M. 
Morris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Potter, Rariden, Ran- 
dolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, 
Stratton, Tillinghast, 'l'oland, A. S. White, J. White, 
E. Whittlesey —63. 

[ When Mr. Wise’s name was called, he rose, and 
said he preferred to be excused from voting on this 
question at all. He was in the hall, and if not ex- 
cused should vote yea. And the chair decided that 
he could not now be excused, as the request should 
have been made before the division was ordered.— 
Mr. W. then answered YEA. ]} 





ing, selling or transferring of slaves in any state, | 


The main question, being thus ordered, was put 
'on the adoption of the resolution, and was decided | 
in the affirmative by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
| Beatty,. Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 

} % ‘ 
| Brodhead, Bruyn, Buchanan, John Calhoon, Cam- 
| breleng, Wm. b. Campbell, John Campbell, ‘Timothy 
J. Carter, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham 
| * _ ° 4 _“ 1 ~4 ; 
Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Craig, 

4 ™ », ° € 

Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGrati, Dennis, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, I arrington, Fairfield, Fry, J. Garland, 
J. Graham, Grantland, Graves, Hammond, Harlan 

° ° b 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wiliam H. Hunter, J. 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. C. Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Logan, 
Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, 
Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham | 
McClellan, McCiure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter Pen- 
_nybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Rei- 
_ly, Rencher, Robertson, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, 





| Shieids, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stewart, 
Stone, ‘Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, ‘Thompson, ‘Titus, Turney, 
Underwood, Vail, Wagener, Weeks, John White, T. 
'T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, 
Yell—122. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. Allen 
Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Wm. B. Cal- 
'houn, Chaney, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Davies, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Fos- 
ter, Goode, Wm. Graham, Greennell, Haley, Hall, Ha- 
mer, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, Kil- 
gore, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Milligan, Mathias Morris, Cal- 
vary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Patter- 
son, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Potter, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, 
Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Toucey, Web- 
ster, Albert S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, Yorke—74. 
| So the resolution was agreed to. ~ 
| When the roll was about being called, Mr. Dun- 
_can, of Ohio, asked if it would be in order to state 








the reasons at that time, for the vote he should 
give? 

The chair responded in the negative. 

When Mr, 4dams’s name was called, he arose, 
and, amidst cries of order, made the following 
statement: 

“[ hold the resolution to be a violation of the 
constitution of the United States, of the right of 
my constituents, and of the people of the United 
States to petition, and of my right to freedom of 
speech, as a member of this house.” 

Mr. Sawyer, of North Carolina, asked to be ex- 
cused from voting when his name was called. 

The chair decided that the request was not made 








— 

The chair decide aa 
ee air decided that such motion Was not in 
Mr. Adams requested that his r 
speaker’s decision be recorde 
journal. 

The debate on the resolutions of Mr. . 
Georgia, as proposed to be amended by 4 Ce 
ing, of Massachusetts, was resumed ae 
of the whole, (Mr. Adams in the chair,) and 
tinued briefly by Mr. Ewing, of Indiana “ge 
greater length by Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky . 

Mr. Underwood having concluded his remarks 

Mr. Sawyer, of North Carolina, addressed the 
committee especially on the delays which had i. : 
vented the sailing of the exploring expedition ne 
generally on existing abuses in the navy depart 
ment, which he represented as going headlone to 
ruin, owing to the utter incompetency and misman. 
agement of the present secretary, whom he aceus. 
ed of hostility to the increase and prosperity of that 
branch of the national defence, and of a System of 
favoriteism which had disgusted our naval Officers 
and threatened to drive them from the seryico 
Mr. S. indicated his intention of following up this 
attack, by hereafter introducing a resolution propos. 
ing a through inquiry into the condition and map. 
agement of the navy. 

The committee then rose, on motion of Mr. Pot. 
ter, of Pennsylvania, who, of course, has the floor 
for to-morrow. 

The speaker laid before the honse a communica. 
tion from the architect of the public buildings, in 
relation to the plan of an edifice for the depart. 
ment of state and the general post office; which, on 
motion of Mr. Lincoln, was referred to the cominit. 
tee on the public buildings. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, on the subject of insolvent debtors; which 
was laid on the tahle, and ordered to be printed, 


equest and t} 
d as a part of the 


IN Committee 


and second reading, and were appropriately refer. 
red. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary 


of so amending the act of the 5th of July, 1832 


Vay 


‘providing for liquidating and paying certain 


cers entitled to five years’ full pay in lieu of half 


| pay for life; and the said committee be further in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing for the payment of such judgments as have 
been, or may hereafter be, recovered against the 
state of Virginia, for half pay or commutation pay 
under the act of the legislature of Virginia of May, 
1779. 
On motion of Mr. Garland, . 
Resolved, That the committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the present 
state of the currency within the said District, and 
report to this house such measures as may be ne- 
cessary in their opinion to improve its condition. 
Mr. Smith, from the committee on commerce, 
reported a resolution that the clerk cause 5,000 co- 
pies of the designs for marine hospitals on the 
western waters to be lithographed: which was 
agreed to by the house. . ; 
The resolution heretofore offered, calling on te 
postmaster general for returns in relation to the ex- 
press mail, newspapers, &c. was agreed to. 
Mr. Taylor’s resolution to inquire into the expe 
diency of amending the pension laws, was also 
taken up. = 
Mr. Cushman offered an amendment thereto 
pending the consideration of which 
The house adjourned. 





SEIZURE OF POWELL, OR OSCEOLA. 
From the Army and Navy Chronicle of the 14th msi. 

The following letter, written by major sige 
Jesup, to a friend in this city, explaining his “ 
tives tor the seizure of Powell and other chiels a" 
warriors, and the measures which were adopted on 
the occasion, has been furnished for publication: 
gives the details of a very interesting event . well 
protracted war, and we have thought it not onl oo 
worthy the space devoted to it, but as due to ¢° 
Jesnp that his motives should be known. all 

However revolting the violation of a flag ol 











in the proper time. 

Mr. Wise did not vote on the question at all, but 
rose and remarked that he was here. He did not 
hold it as a proper question for him, as the repre- 
| sentative of his constituents, to vote upon. 
| Mr. Adams (alter the clerk had read over the 


list) remarked that he did not hear his name re- 





Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cil.| corded. He asked to have his answer recorded. 


ley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Craig, Crock- 
ett, Cushman, Deberry, De Graff, Dennis, Dromgoole, 


| The speaker said the only answer that could be 
| given to the call was Aye or No. 


Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Foster, Fry, J. Gar-| Mr. ddams moved that his answer be entered 
land, J. Graham, Grantland, Grant, Hammond, Hamer, | upon the journal as he gave it. 


he 
may at first appear, yet when we reflect = e 
'general was dealing with savages, who og be 
forfeited their plighted faith, and deceived 
that the interview was sought by them, and tha 
bly with the worst of motives,—it 1s —, ¥ 
‘he will not only be justified by public ae 
the expediency of the measure, but will be 
mended for it. 
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Picolata, November 17, ae 
Dear str: As I shall depart to-day fort ‘ 4 
rior, and, in the casualties of an active campalg 


Sundry bills from the senate received their first] 


claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 


claims of the state of Virginia,’’ as to embrace offi-| 
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a 
— sible I may not return, I desire that the sei- 
- , of Powell and other chiefs and warriors may 
7 nderstood by my friends. 
O° aaeall Coacoochee, the two Hickses, and seve- 
ral other sub-chiefs, organized the abduction of Mi- 
canopy and other hostages in June last. Coacoo- 
chee, gohn Cavallo, (the latter one of the hostages, ) 
with several others, carried the hostages off, and 
with them their people. I then resolved to take all 
who were concerned in the measure, whenever the 
opportunity might present. The capture of Philip, 
by gen. Hernandez opened the way to effect my ob- 
‘ect sooner than I had hoped. Coacoochee carried 
off Micanopy by force, and if he had been a white 
man 1 would have executed him the moment he 
came into my hands. His father, (Philip), how- 
ever, asked permission to send him out with mes- 
sages to the chiefs and warriors. He returned with 
te] ° 
one of my hostages, John Cavallo, and with most of 
the sub-chiefs and warriors who were concerned in 
the abduction. I determined, at once, that they 
should be seized and held as hostages for the con- 
duct of the chiefs and warriors out. 

I gave lieut. Peyton, commanding at Fort Peyton, 
aconfidential order to seize them if they should 
cone into the fort. Late at night, however, I 
learned from gen. Hernandez that they could not be 
induced to come into the fort, and the messenger 
whom they sent in, John Cavallo, my hostage, de- 
sired the general to meet them at their camp, with- 
out an esvort, saying he would be perfectly safe 
anong them, without troops. I observed to the 
general, that wherever John Cavallo was, foul play 
might be expected, and I had no doubt the inten- 
tion of the Indians was to seize a sufficient number 
of officers to exchange for Philip and the Euchee 
chief, and [ directed that he should increase his 
escort. I requested him to ca!l in the morning for 
final instructions, and I sent an express to lieut. 
Peyton, with a note, informing him that he would 
have no opportunity to execute my confidential or- 
der, and he must not attempt it unless the whole 
foree should place themselves within his power; 
but that we must trust to events. 

On the morning of the 21st, gen. Hernandez call- 
ed for final instructions. I then informed him that 
{was inclined not to permit the Indians to escape, 
aid 1 gave him a memorandum of the heads of 
the conversation I destred him to hold with them, 
of which paper No. 2 is a copy. The general 
ieparted to Fort Peyton, accompanied by a num- 
ver of officers and citizens; among the former were 
the gentlemen of my staff. Without communicat- 
iug my intention to any one, I followed to the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Peyton, sent in for lieut. Peyton, 
aud ascertained from him the number and position 
of the Indians; I directed him to go forward and 
ascertain whether the answers of the Indians, to 
te inquiries made by gen. Hernandez, seemed satis- 
lctory. In the mean time I detached an aid, who 
had joined me, with orders to gen. Hernandez to 
seize all the party if the talk was not satisfactory. 

Lieut. Peyton returned to Fort Peyton, whither I 
had gone, and related to me the substance of the 
aswers given by the Indians. ‘Theiranswers were 
evasive and unsatisfactory, and [ sent by Dr. Fin- 
hy,an order of which No. 3 is a copy, to seize 
tem, The measure was so promptly and judiciously 
executed by major Ashby, of the 2d dragoons, that 
tle Indians, though their rifles were loaded and 
primed, ready for action, had not an opportunity to 
lve a single gun. 

[ consider the force of the nation broken by this 
‘capture; and though we may have a month or two of 
lard service, I think the war must terminate early 
‘ls Winter. Most respectfully and truly yours, 

TH. 8. JESUP. 
No. I. 
[CONFIDENTIAL. ] 

St. Augustine, October 20. 

_ Should Powell and his warriors come within the 
“rt, seize him and his whole party. Itis important 
at he, Wild Cat, John Cowagee, and Tustenug- 
s’e, be secured. Hold them until you have m 
‘ders in relation to them. TH. 8. JESUP, 
Maj. gen. commanding. 
Liewl. R. H. Peyton, Fort Peyton. 
Memorandum for gen. Hernandez. 

_,Ascertain the object of the Indians in coming in 
“this times also their expectations. Are they pre- 
Paired to deliver all the negroes taken from the citi- 
an at once? Why have they not surrendered 
z, 0 already, as promised by Coa-Hajo, at Fort 
in A Have the chiefs of the nation held a council 
' relation to the subjects of the talk at Fort King? 
What chiefs attended that council, and what was 
: “ir determination? Have the chiefs sent a mes- 
te with the decision of the council? Have the 
Principal chiefs, Micanopy, Jumper, Cloud and 





Alligator, sent a messenger? andif so, what is their 
message? Why have not these chiefs come in 
themselves? THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

St. Augustine, Oct. 21st, 1837. 

No. 3. 
Fort Peyton, Oct. 21st, 1837. 

GENERAL: Let the chiefs and warriors know 
that we have been deceived by them long enough, 
and that we do not intend to be deceived again. 
Order the whole party directly to town—you have 
force sufficient to compel obedience, and they must 
move instantly. I have information of a recent 
murder by the Indians—they must be disarmed— 
they can talk in town, and send any messages out 
they please, THOMAS 8. JESUP. 

Gen. J. M. Hernandez. 





MR. FLETCHER AND THE COMMITTEE 
OF WAYS AND MEANS. 
From the Globe. 

The undersigned have seen, with surprise, an at- 
tack made upon the majority of the committee of 
ways and means, by the honorable Richard Fletch- 
er, of Massachusetts, a member of that committee 
at the late extra session. In a speech purporting 
to have been delivered in Faneuil Hall, and pub- 
lished in the Atlas and other papers at Boston, the 
place of that member’s residence, the following 
statement and charges are made, and have not, to 
their knowledge, been disavowed by him. He 
says, that— 

“During the session, the business projects upon 
which the house were called to act, came almost 
entirely from the committee of ways and means. 
There are nine members of that committee, only 
two of whom are understood to be opposed to the 
general policy of the administration. I suppose 
you would like to know the manner in which the 
business was arranged for the house. I will tell 
you the ways—the means you will all see in due 
time. You, doubtless, suppose that this commit- 
tee of ways and means has some duty to do—some 
ways to devise, some means to find out, some plans 
to originate and mature for the action of the house. 
The committee, you imagine, look over the mes- 
sage, see what is recommended to be done for the 
benefit of the country, consult together as to the 
best measures, and lay the result of their delibera- 
tions before the house. Is this your idea, Mr. 
President? Is this what you think, fellow citizens? 
If it is, 1 am sorry to inform you that you labor 
under a very great mistake. I once entertained 
the same ideas; but I soon found my error. No 
such thing, sir—no such thing. The chairman of 
the committee steps up to the White House, and there 
receives from the president, or the secretary of the 
treasury, such bills as they wish to have passed by the 
house. The chairman puts the bills into his pocket, 
tales them to the committee; without any examination, 
the majority of the commitiee approve them; the mi- 
nority can do nothing. The bills are presented to 
the house, and received as the aoings of the com- 
mittee. 

I aver to you that every important bill passed by the 
house came to the house ready drawn, from the execu- 
tive. The representatives are mere machines.— 
Every measure is an executive measure. I mean 
by the executive, the president and heads of de- 
partments—the cabinet. They originate every thing, 
put every thing into the precise shape they wish, word 


for word, letter for letter, comma for comma, and the 


executive majority in the house pass each bill forth- 
with, without alteration—and, so far as depends upon 
them, without debate—just as it comes from their 
masters at the White House!” 

[See Niles’ Register, vol. LUI. page 199.] 

The member from Massachusetts alleges that the 
chairman of the committee ‘‘steps up to the White 
House, and there receives from the presidert, or the 
secretary of the treasury, such bills as they wish to 
have passed by the house. The chairman puts the 
bills into his pocket, takes them to the committee; 
withont any examination, the majority of the com- 
mittee approve them.” 

The chairman of the committee states in reply, 
that he had no consultation whatever with the pre- 
sident concerning any one of the bills reported by 
the committee, nor did he receive either of the bills, 
or any part of either, from him. The usage, from 
the commencement of the government, has been for 
the committee, through its chairman, to consult the 
head of the department in regard to such measures 
as he may recommend for the consideration of con- 
gress; for the secretary to attend on and confer 
with the committee, if invited; and to furnish 
draughts of bills embracing his own propositions, 
when requested to do so. This is but an act of 
courtesy to fhe officer who recommends a measure 
connected with the business of his department, and 
whose duty it is, when the law is enacted, to con- 


strue and execute it. The chairman of the commit- 
tee did consult the secretary of the treasury about 
the bills referred to, and he did so with the know- 
ledge and assent of the committee. At his request 
the secretary of the treasury transmitted to him 
draughts of most of the bills; but the undersigned 
declare it to be utterly untrue that any one of them 
was adopted by the committee. The measures re- 
commended in the treasury report were duly consi- 
dered by the committee, but not one of the bills re- 
ported corresponded in form with any prepared by 
the secretary, and most of them essentially differ- 
ent in principle from the suggestions of that officer. 

The member from Massachuseets not only al- 
leges that the majority of the committee approved 
the bills “‘without any examination,” but he “avers 
that every important bill passed by the house came 
to the house ready drawn, from the executive,” and 
that «‘the executive majority in the house pass each 
bill forthwith, without alteration, and, so far as de- 
pends upon them, without debate.” 

The bills reported by both committees, differing 
as they do, and the proceedings of the two houses 
upon them, prove these statements to be untrue.— 
The two houses bad assembled at an extra session, 
and there was a general cesire, without regard to 
party, to make it a short one. From its different 
organization, the senate was enabled to appoint its 
committees on the 8th of September; those of the 
house were not announced till the 11th of that 
month. Before the committee of ways and means 
met on the 12th, the committee on finance of the 
senate had been for some days employed in pre- 
paring the bills. Consequently, the former had no 
opportunity to act upon them until after they had 
been matured by the latter committee. Both houses 
were anxious that all the bills should be report- 
ed without delay, and the committee of ways and 
means were in session daily till the most important 
were submitted to the house. On examining those 
bills, it will be found that the majority of the com- 
mittee of ways and means not only differed with 
the senate’s committee, but with the report of the 
vr od of the treasury, both in principle and in 

etail. 

The bill of the senate authorized treasury notes 
to be issued, bearing interest. ‘The bill reported 
to the house directed them to be issued without 
interest. The former proposed interest from the 
date, and for twelve months only; the latter pro- 
vided that if they were not redeemed at the expi- 
ration of that tine, the interest should then com- 
mence. The details of the two bills were conse- 
quently essentially different. At the suggestion of 
a member of the committee, an additional penal 
section was introduced into the bill, with the con- 
currence of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
The secretary of the treasury, in his report, propos- 
ed an issue of treasury notes of small denominations; 
the bill of the committee of ways and means au- 
thorized none to be issued under one hundred 
dollars. The former recommended that they 
should be reissued; he latter contained no such 
provision. 

The next and the most important bill, common- 
ly called the ‘divorce bill,’’ was essentially amend- 
ed. The bill reported to the senate related wholly 
to the safe-keeping of the public money, aud con- 
tained no provision as to the medium in which it 
was to be collected. The committee of ways and 
means added another section, providing for this 
material point, and altered the title of the bill ac- 
cordingly. 

The bill further postponing the payment of the 
merchants’ bonds, as reported to the house, contain- 
ed an additiona! section, giving a credit on the du- 
ties on merchandise remaining in the public stores, 
upon which the duties were payable in cash; a pro- 
vision not suggested in the treasury report, nor em- 
braced in the senate’sbill. The committee of ways 
and means subsequently and unanimously instruct- 
ed its chairman to move to strike out the second 
section of the senate’s bill, which proposed to make 
the additional credit upon bonds applicable to im- 
portations for one year from and after the Ist of Oc- 
tober, and to insert the section referred to, extend- 
ing the credit to three and six months on all mer- 
chandise which was then in the public warehouse 
or might arrive before the Ist of November. 
Amendments were also made to other bills, but 
those mentioned were the most material. 

The member from Massachusetts is still more 
particular in his statements about the origin and 
history of these bills. He says that the president 
and the heads of departments ‘‘originate every thing, 
put every thing in the pore shape they wish, 
word for word, letter for letter, comma for comma; 
and the executive majority in the house pass each 
bill forthwith, without alteration—and, so far as 
depends upon them, without debate—just as it 





comes from their masters at the White House.” 
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The undersigned, te ascertain whether these 
grave and extraordinary charges were founded in 
truth, have compared the draught of the bills for- 
warded to the chairman by the secretary of the 
treasury, with the bills reported by the committee 
of ways and means. 

c } : te: . ; , . gy F . ie . 
of the bills relating to the fourth instalment under 
+ eae —-4 : EF 
the deposite act, the banks in the District, or the 


warehousing of merchandise. It is proper here to | 


state that a warehousing bill was reported at a for- 
mer session by the present chairman of the coin- 
mittee of ways and means, and prior to the recom- 
mendation of the secretary of the treasury. The 
bills received from the secretary were those for ad- 
jJusting claims on the deposite banks, extending the 
merchants’ bonds, making public officers the keep- 
ers of the public money, and authorizing treasury 
notes to be issued. The bills relating to the mer- 
chants’ bonds, and the claims upon the banks, re- 
pe by the committee of ways and means, differ 

oth in langnage and principle from those prepared 
by the secretary. Of the ten sections of the bill 
providing for the safe-keeping of the public money, 
but three correspond with those framed by that of- 
ficer. Some of the provisions in the treasury note 
bills correspond; they are, however, generally such 
as are transcribed from the treasury note act of 
1315. But to prove how utterly unfounded are the 
statements of the member from Massachusetts, that 
the secretary’s draughts were adopted by the com- 
mittee of ways and means, “word for word, letter 


No draughts were received | 








creditors and officers in 
payment, or by others for 
| specie, without imterest; in 
which case interest may be 
stipulated to be paid on the 
face of them, not to exceed 
‘Six per cent. per annum, 
the rate to be fixed by the 
president, and money may 
be raised thereon by sale or 
delivery, at not less than 
par, sufficient to meet. the 
current expenses as afore- 
said. If any of said notes 
on interest be issued, they 
shall not be reéeivable for 
public dues of any kind, 
unless otherwise directed 
by the president, until the 
department is ready to re- 
deem them, and may then 
adopt that mode or any 
other, for such purpose, un- 
der such regulations as to 
their redemption, return, 
and cancelling, as may be 
deemed most sate and con- 
venient. 


setts says, “a resolution 


bank. 


| 





tively, which said accounts }ed.’?’ The resolution 


shall be careiully preserved 
and placed on file in the 
treasury department; and 


and preserved in the same 
manner, of all the said noes 
redeemed, as the same shail 
be returned and cencelled: 
and the treasurer shail fur- 
ther account quarterly for 
all such notes delivered to 
him for signature or issue 
by the regster. ‘i‘he trea- 
surer and register of the 
treasury are hereby author- 
ized, by and with the con- 
sent and approbation of the 
secretary of the treasury, 
to employ such additional 
temporary clerks as the du- 
ties enjoined upon them by 
this section may render ne- 
cessary; the compengation 
of each clerk so employed 


to be fixed by the secretary. | 


In the same speech the member from Massachu- 


was introduced into the 


house from the committee of ways and means, de- 
claring that itis inexpedient to charter a national 
You may feel some interest to know how 


,of the coimmittee, after a discussion as to its 
ry ‘| metober himself, 
also similar accounts, kepi 


‘Owens, of Georgia, prevents hi 


founded charges of ithe member trom M 
setts. 





ee 


was drawn by the ch 


forip 


airman 
and in the presence of the committee. ay. [ 
ASAhhUe, ailti O Lhe 


The undersigned regret that the al 


absence of My 
\ ‘ im trom Unitin. 
vith them in repelling the unwarrantable endic 
assach ’ 
C,C. CAMBRELENG, of New York 
ISAAC MciiM, of Maryland. 

TH. L. HAMER, of Obio. 

J. W. JONES, of Virginia. 

CHAS. G. ATHERTON, of New Hain 

R. BARNWELL RHETT, of S. Caroli, 
Washington, Dec. 11, 1837. Ta. 





COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 
Twenty-first annual meling of the American coloni- 
zation soctely. 

The American Colonization society held its twey. 
ty-first annual meeting at the capitol, in the hal] or 
‘the bouse of representatives on ‘Tuesday, Decenber 

12, 1837, at 7 o’clock P. M., 

Henry Clay, of Kentucky, the president ef tho 
society, took the chair, and the meeting wes open- 
ed by prayer from the Rev. James Laurie, D. ). of 
the District Columbia. 

The president (ir. Clay) then delivered the fol. 

















for letter, comma for camma,” and as a specimen 
of the general resemblance of those bills, the under- 
signed present the first three sections of the secre- 


tary’s draught, and of the 


bill reported by the com- 


mittee relating to treasury notes. 


Draught of the secretary of 


the treasury. 

Bett enacted, That when- 
ever the available money in 
the treasury, applicable to 
puble purposes, and not on 
deposite with the states, 
shall be, at any time here- 
after, less than five millions 
of dollars, the presi: 
the United States is hereby 
authorized to direct the is- 
sue of acknowledements O; 
indebtedness, in the form 
of treasury notes, whenever 
the public u.licers and cre- 
citors are willing to receive 
the same at par ia payment 
of their claims, or others are 
williag to advance money 
on them at par, to aid in ac- 
complishing the same pay- 
ment. 

sec. 2. That the amounts 
of said notes, which may 
from time to time be issu- 
ed, shall not exceed the 
sum necessary to defray 
the estimated current de- 
mands in the treasury, du- 
ring the current year, be- 
yond the amounts of the 
current receipts, and the 
five millions aforesaid to be 
kept in the treasury to meet 
sudden contingencies, and 
under its operations prompt, 
easy and useful. 

Sec. 3. ‘ha: said notes 
may be in their denomi- 
nations not less than twen- 
ty doliars, and in form run- 
ning to the creditor, pub- 
lic officer or purchaser and 
order, or to bearer, redeem- 
able at the pleasure of the 
government, and transfer- 
able by delivery and en- 
dorsement of the origina! 
payee thereon when to or- 
der. They sha!l, as checks 
upon each other, and for 
public safety, be stoned by 
the treasurer and reviste: 
of the treasury, and an ac- 
count current be kent by 
each of them of the amonnt 
issued and redeemed; the 
treasurer being charged nnd 
required to account quar- 


a ] . ’ 
teriy rau deiivered to lum si 


by the register for slenature. 
They shall, in ail cases, t 

receivab 
kinds to the United States 


fe 
rod 


a in 02 
H Pe -F f i] 
le Ior dues of ail 
I 
: ; 
bear no interest, un- 
. , : , 
3S} 2 found, on tria!, 
that a suthicieney of ther 
j mat tha nhhe angagde. 
(0 Lice! tie pubhe engage 


ments Wi not b: volunta- 
“7 - 


As reported by the committee 
of ways and means. 

Be it enacted by the senate 
and house of representatives 
of the United States of A- 
mericad in CORNLTESS assem- 
bied, ‘That the president of 
the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized to 
eause treasury lotes, not 
bearing iaterest, for such 
sum or sums as he may 
think expedient, but no: 


m 1; . ] io } j 
exceeding In tae whele a- 


mount of notes is ued the 


sum of twelve millions of | 


dollars, and of denomina- 
tions not less than one hun- 
dred dollars for any one 
note, to be prepared, sign- 
ed, and issued in the man- 
ner hereinafter provided. 
Sec. 2. And be it further 
enacted, That the said trea- 
sury notes authorized to be 
issued by the first section of 
this act shall be reimbursed 
and redeemed by the Uni- 
ted States at the treasury 
thereof, after the expiration 
of one vear from the dates of 
the said notes respectively. 
The reimbursement herem 
provided for shall be made 
at the treasury of the Um- 
ted States to the holders of 
the said notes, respectively, 
upon presentinent; and in 
case of presentment and 
non-payment of said note 
or notes after they become 


due, the holder or holders | 


shall be entitled to receive 
interest at the rate of five 
per cent. per annum from 
the date of demand of pay- 
ment; and for this reim- 
bursement, according to the 


provisions of this act, the | 


faith of the United States is 
' 1 
hereby solemnly pledged. 
See. 3. And be it further 


¥.. tote 
enacted, ‘That the said trea- 


jee wee ‘ | 3 
Sury notes Spal pe 


'] ider the cir efion ol] the | 
Seereat ry ( i the treasury, | 
and shall be respectively | 


signed on behelf of the 
United States by the trea- 
surer thereof, atl counter- 


yned ov the recvister ol 


+ 


prepared | 


] , 1 
he treasarv: and that those | 


that resolution was got up. I will tell you. You 
will recollect that there were only two opposition 
members on the committee. 
do nothing for the people and the minority couid do 
nothing, except to report the doings of their mas- 
ters in the committee and the house to iheir mas- 
ters, the peop!e; and this, at least, !, for one, am re- 
isolved to do. Very many petitions, from almost all 


y 
~ 





‘ment of a national bank; these petitions, as they 
were presented, by a mutual understandiny, were 
referred to the committee of ways and means, and 
suffered to lie on the table till the whole should come 
\in, when, as we supposed, they were to be taken up 
and considered. So the matier slood; when, on the 
‘last day but one, on which that comimitice sat, the 
\chairman, without prejuce or explanation, intred :ced 
| the above resolution. It was opposed by one opposi- 


'was asked, what had become of the petitions? ‘They 
yet lay upon the table, but the majority passed the 
| resolution without opening or reading one of them. 
|The resolution was sent in, and, by the help of the 
previous question, was forced through the house. 
| No doubt can be entertained that this resoluiion came 


_down from the executive in the precise form in which | 


iw passed. Here was a great and most manifest out- 
_rage ou the liberties of the citizens. At least they 
| have the right to petition, if they have no other; and 
_yet, in atime of the greatest anxiety, when it was 
of the most vital importance that the views of the 
people should be communicated to their represen- 
tatives, here was a successful attempt, on the part 
of the executive, to cut off this intercourse; to pre- 
vent the voice of the people from being heard; to 
erect a barrier between the people and their con- 
stituents.” 

‘The member from Massachusetts states that ‘‘on 
the last day but one on which that committee sat, 











duced the above resolution.” The question was 


poned at the request of the minority—once at the 
suggestion of the member from Massachusetts himn- 
| self—and was ultimately postponed to a particular 
‘day, with a distinct understanding by every mern- 
| ber that the question was then to be finally dispos- 
ed of in the comznittee. 

He further says that the chairman was asked 
‘‘what had become of the petitions??? The memo- 
rials, petitioning for the incorporation of a national 
'bank, were generally printed copies of a memorial 
which had been some toonths previous prepared by 
the board of trade of New York, and circulated anc 


_published throughout the union. Numerous copies 


‘the house, laid upon the tables of the members, 
| were in the possession of the members of the com- 
|mittee, aud many copies of the same were on the 
table of the committee, in view of the member 
from Massachusetts, at the same time he says the 
inquiry was inade, ‘what had become of tiie peti- 


ollicers, respectively, shail, | tions?” The contents of the memorials being fa- 
as chec! Ipon each othe ',| mualiar to all, the reading was not'asked for by any 
ana to irs if HuULIC 


safety, keen senarate, fall 
and accurate 
the member, d tle, Genoml- 


nation, and amount of all 
} : -_ ! 
ihe notes signed ana coin- 


‘counts of | 


cinember of the committee, and was not required 
‘even by the member himself, who subsequently 
‘appears as the advocate of the petitioners. The 
|member from Massachusetts adds, ‘no doubt can 


| be entertained that this resolution caine down from | 


rily received by the public tersigned by them respec-| the executive in the precise form in which it pass- 


The majority would | 


the states, were sent Into congress for the establish- | 


lion member, the other being absent; and the elicviman | 


the chairman, without preface or explanation, intro- | 


'three times before the committee, and twice posi- | 


of the same memorial had been printed by order ot 


|lowing address; for a copy of which the editors of 
ithe “Intelligencer” are indebted to the secretary of 
‘the society. 

| Gentlemen of the lmerican Colonization society: 

| On this first occasion of meeting you since [ re 
iceived the appointment which Ll now hold, I an 
prompted by my gratelul feelings to present my 
cordial thanksand my respectiul acknowledements, 
‘To be ealled to that high station which has b 


isuecesssively occupied by a Washington, 

| Carroll, the most distinguished and beloved ot 
iwho bore his honored name, and by a Mad: 

' whose long life was one continued exhibition o| 


|public and private virtue, of pairiotism, of inte! 
i'gence, and of benevolence, Was among the 
vratifying public honors which I have ever receiy- 
ed, and it will always remain one of the most chier- 


ished recollections of my iife. But, gentler 
considering the nobie aims and humane purposes of 


this society, there is an honor resulting fro: 
oflice of presiding at its deliverations greater | 
any which cana be communicated even by their 
lustrious names. It was established twenat 

‘ago; and the peaceiul acquisition of a large terriio- 
ry in Africa, eight flourishing settlements an 
towns, containing a population already civilized, or @ 
‘in the process of civilization, with schools of in- § 


VY years 
- 


| structions as to our duties here below, and temples 
'erected to the ever-living God, pointing to the hopes 
| and blessings of Christianity above, attend the suc- 
cess of the labors of the society and encourage to 
further and invigorated exertions. 

The society was formed to demonstrate the prac- 
ticability of colonization in Africa; and, if it were 
unhappily dissolved to-morrow, that purpose of its 
founders will have been completely accomplished. 
No one can now doubt that, with the application 0! 
adequate means, such as the governnent of the se- 
veral states and of the union could supply, almest 
' without an effort, the colonization of the decendaits 
lof the African race may be effected to any desir- 
ble extent. The founders of the society never 1ni- 
avined that, depending as it does upon spontaneous 
contributions from the wood and the benevolent, !'- 
regularly made, without an established revente, 
‘and without power, the society alone was compe- 
‘tent to colonize all the free persons of color in the 
| United States. They hoped, and the society st! 
| hopes, that, seeinz what has been done, and can be 
‘done, governments may think fit to take hold of the 
| principle, and carry it out as far as they may deem 
lright, with their ample powers apd abundaiut re- 
| sources. . 

The object of the society was to colonize, W! 
itheir own voluntary consent, the free persois 
‘color in the United States. It had nothing coet- 
| cive or compulsory abont it. ft neither fee &" 
disposition nor the power toapplv force. Throvz' 
lout its whole existence it has invariably adhered 
that principle. It never sought to shake or affect 
ithe slightest degree ‘the tenure by which any Pp! 





| 


|perty is heid. It believed that the state 

in which the institution of slavery PXISIS, 
the exclusive right to decide upon its conn 
ance or termination. It hoped to be able [0 

what it has done—to point out a mode by “1 
any of them or any of their citizens might 
home andarefuge for liberated slaves. + 
cordingly many humane proprietors o: siav 
embraced t x 

It has been objected araimst 1 
‘aim and tendency have been to perpetuate siave 


’ 


he opportunily thus offered. 
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still tighter the bonds of the stave: It 
other hand, been proclaimed that its 
purpose is to abolish slavery forthwith, and to let 
joose the untutored and unprepared slaves upor so- 
er iet¥. Both objections cannot be founded tn trath.. 
. does not meddie with 
He ery, either to proc yng or to discontinue its ex- 
jstence. Its abstract opinion, or rather the abstract 
opinions of its members, is well known. They be- 
jeve it a oe ve evil; but here it is to be touch- 

ed, if touched a all, w ‘ith the greatest caution and 
ielicacy, and only ‘with authorized hands. Both 
principle and policy restrain the society from dis- 
turbi! ag it—principle, because the society believes 
that itis a matter exclusively appertaining to the 
states and citizens immediate ly concerned; and po- 
licy, because to agitate the subject at all, would 
deprive the society of the co-operation of a large 
portion of the union, and prevent it from accom- 
plishing an attainable good, by the pursuit of what 
itis constrained to think an impracticable and dan- 
gerous object. 

Bat the society attacks no person and no associa- 
tion. it neither assails those who believe slavery a| 


and to dra WwW 
has, on the 


ther is. The society 
BLi. 


blessing, nor those who, believing it a great curse, | ' shores of Africa, planted under its auspices. 


seek its immediate extirpation. 


lightened community. It ha 
hes not, and it has only defended itself, 

cannot agree or co-operate with the abolitionists, 
they assall it. Because it believes that the azita- 





which has hitherto smiled upon us, will continue 


tion of the question of abolition is unwise and un- 
happy, alike destructive to the harmony of the 
wiites, and agers io the cause of the blacks 

wiich is espoused, the motives and purposes and 
tendency of colonization re all misrepresented and 
condemned. Why shculd this be? ‘I'he roads of 
colonization and avolition lead in diiierent direec- 
tions; but they do not cross each other. We deal 
only with free persons of color; their efforts are di- | 
rected towards the slave. We sie to better the 


ition ot the ae persons of color; they the slave. 
Why should our humane design be impede | or de- 
rided or therarted 1 by those who protes S . be in the 
prosecution of another but distinct 
they profess to consider alzo hnimane? No; 


oie dine 7th 
waen, We are no 


which 


rentle- 


2g1r 
sign 


ultraists. We neither seek } 
petuate nor to abolish slavery. Ouro! sect is total 
different from either, has bee al 
ciung to from the beginning of 
hour. 

it has been contended tiat coloniz 
gether incompetent to cifect a separation of the two 
races of our population; that the evil of discordant 


and 


fo per- | 
ly | 
u proclaimed a id | 
the society to this | 


ration iS alto- 


and incongruous elements must continue, unless | 
some more powerful agency is discovered; and that| 


the American Colonization society has been able to | 


accomplish nothing deserving of any serious consi- 
eration. 

Those who thus assail us seek to try us by an 
imaginary standard of their own creation. They 
argue, that the whole of the African portion of our 
population amounts to some two or three millions; 
that in a period of twenty years we have been able 
to colonize only a few thousand, and hence they 


It pursues the | but little or no further aid from this e ountry, they 
even tenor of its way, appealing to the understand- | now possess inherently the power of 
ing, to the humanity, and to the religion of an en-| themselves and _ prote etit iz their existence. 
honed to escape un- practicability of colonization is forever demonstrat- 
jerited reproaches and unjustifiable aitacks, rel it; ed. 
Because | 





infer that colonization cannot exercise any sensible | 


influence upon the tnass of the African element ol | 


the Ainerican population. Now, all that we ask is 
to be tried by the standard of our own promises and 
pledges. Have we ever held out to the community 
that this society, without power, without 


even an| 


magni 
upon Africa. 


shores of the new world 
dage. A 
necessary to restore their desc endants to the parent 
country, 

religion a 
neous separation of the two ri 
ble, wonid be cood for neither, nor for either coun- 
try. 
ate abstraction to such a vast 
and industry of our coxatry; 
be prepared, morally or physically 
sustain such avast multitude of em igrants. 


separation, like the original unnatural union, had 


perhans better be slow and gradual. 
consoling reflection may be entertained that, during 


effected, but that so much has been achieved by the | 





he ‘howtos of thie » wrongs inflicted | 
Near two centuries elapsed , daring | 

which her sons were constantly tran sporte d to the | 
doomed to a state of bon 
period of similar extent may possib! ly be 


tude and 


“with all the blessings of law and liberty, | é 
and civilization. A sudden and instanta- 
ces, if it were possi- | 
We should be greatly affected by an immedi- 
extent, from the labor 
and Africa could not! 
, to receive and 
For 
the process of. 


both parties, and for all interests, 


And the 


every step inits progress, good will have been done. 
The surprise should not be that so little has been 


society, with such seanty and precarious means at | 
its command. There stand the colonies. on the | 
With 





sustai! Mag 


The 


Let us, then, persevere in the great and good 
cause; and let us hope that the same Providence 
> 
to extend to our labors His countenanee and bless- 
ings. I promise a zealous ec hearty co-operation. 
The Rev. R. R. Gurley, secretary of the sovicty, | 
read the following list of d sdoatds in attendance |! 
froin @ msituy societies: 
Fron the Connecticut Colonization society, Hen- | 
ry L. Elisworth. 
From the New York City Celonij 
Rev. Alexander Pi Froud! fit, D i 


elns f 4 





zation society. 
im David M. Reese, | 


Alien. 


M. | BA Auson G. Phs 


From the Pennsylvania » Colonization society, | 
Charles Naylor, M. be .. Pbhomas Buchanan. 
From the Auxi ry Colonization society of 


Washingion county, Pennsylvania, Thomas M. T 


Mcivennan, M. ¢ | 
From the Wheeling, Virzinia, Colonization so- 


‘4 


ciety, Joseph L. Fry, M. C. 

From the Tra:nbull County Ohio, colonization | 
society, Elisha Wi pang ¢ M. C., 

From the Female and Male Colonization socie- 
ties of Greene county, Obio, Thomas Corwin, M. ¢ 
Patrick G. Goode, M. C., and Samson Mason, M. C. 

From the Clinton County Colonization society, 
Ohio, Thomas Corwin, M. C. , 

From the Zanesville and Putnam Colonization 
societies, Ohio, William E. Bond, M.C., Alexan- 
der Harper, M. C. 


D,, 


From the Indiana State Colonization society, Oli- | 
ver H. Smith, M. C., George H. Dunn, M. C. 

From the Female Colonization society, George- 
town, D. C., rev. Henry Slicer, rev. John C, Smith, 
rev. ‘Augustus Webster, Samuel M. McKenney, 
and Thomas Turner. 

The secretary read the 
of managers. 

On notion of general Macomé, the report was ac- | 
cepted and ordere d io priuted, 

The rev. Dr. Proudfit then addressed the society, | 
and offered the jollowing resolution, which was se- 
conded by Henry 4. Foster, M. C. from New York, 
who also addressed the society in support of the 


annual report of the boar 


| resoiution: 


act of incorporation from the general goveriment, 
without any regular revenue, eouli separaic the | 


two classes of the American population, and colo- 
nize tue African portion of it? Have we not 


riably disclaimed any purpose, on our part, to inter- 


inva | 
' tion, and have 


fere, in any manner whatever, wiih the larger part |} 


of it-—the slaves? 


constat ithy avowed our intention to be to colonize | 
only free De srsons of color, with their voluntary con- 
sent? We have tho ueht, and we have said, that we 


believed that the principle of colonization was sus- 
ceptible of being ap; plied to the extent of a total 
senaration of the two races. But we have not at- 
tempted it. We have left that to the care and the 


only to be the 


pioneer, and to show the practica- 
bility of the 


principle. And have we not, with 
‘ “hi : ? — P al, ? ep eace?! 
the blessing of Providence, already snecessiully 
falfll { "a , a304 rataty 4hreyt 5 > » Hy 
maled Every juse Xpectarion tA Wwe eve LuLnO- 


rized? 

Those w niain of the 
V shoul it recollect that rr 
prises are not to be spe edily execut ted, 


individnals, yan of the litt 


tii com 
tt 12 sor jet 
+ s | 

ite thos: 


’ 
in the short ~ 


Sor, viany years, SO etim es more t! iafh a century. 

may be necessary to their PO! ypletio is ana HS Is 
ul ° ’ | . 4 .* A . " . 

emniatically the cace when we reiiect upon the 


biveles oa at ee 
caray operarions of 


ifave we not, on the contrary, | 


judzments of those who alone ean rightinily and 
constitutionally decide the matier. We promised) 


mt mationalenter- | 
s of 


OL one pere- | 


Resolved, That, from the in 
obvious among the cvlonists in Africa, we are en- 
couraged to persevere in the scheine of colo 
reason to hope that the former degra- 
dation of the colored race wiil shortly issue ina, 
corresponding elevation, inteliectual, moral and po- 
litical. 

The resolution was una nimonsly 4 adopted. 

Dr. Reese offered the following rese ution: which, 
after an address by the mover in its support, was 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this atteu 


iprovement alrea dy 


; 


ipt so frequently repeat- 


ed by the enemies of this society to fasten upon it | 


the 


pr ace, 


the h of exciting 
disturbin * the pu blie 
in vTOss ani d eriiainal ij ynorance 


reproae popular passions and 


{ the facts in the 


Case or in a inalic ions , prejudice, W hich the society 
has 1 neither provoked nor inerifed. 
The rev. Mir. Ne licer off r «| the folie wing resolu. 
tion, and oddressed the society in support of it. Tt 
* eS 
. ecstao alin bane 
was unanimously adoprea: 
; ryt 2 : } 4 .. £4 > > o6 ae 
Reso } md , hat the thar nS OF {his meeting be 
oiven to ihe churches of 6: erent np nit TONS 
* % *} j : a sta? 
which have contributed to aid this soctety. and that 
4% ‘4 jan @ } . . ify t] 2 
ithe clerey throughout the u be respectinily re- 
‘ “we 1? > Ns bo t +f ct 4 > et, 
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Charles F. Mercer, M. C., 
preambie and reso 

the society in their support: 
Win ereas experience has demoust: 


offered the 
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FOMCIAL 
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H Jed that the 


‘colonizing of our free people of cclor on the west- 
fern coast of Africa has been the means of foun og 
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iof dit fusing the Bites ssings of civilization and Chri 
tianitv th rough savage and benighted nations 

Pes 3 ved 3 That, in order to promote obie: } 
a. 42" : nicl } } 29 
iimportant, more effective aid should be nroviced 


than private benevolence can be expected to su 


ply; anid that to enable the American Colonization 
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‘society to purchase additional territory in Alrica 


to introduce and diffuse an effective system of < 
culture; to improve the common schools of Libe- 
ria and establish a semi! ‘ory of higher order; to 
furnish facilities for further and lar: ver emigration: 
‘from the United States; the managers of the socie- 
lty be requested to make au urgent appeal to the 
citizens of such states as are favorably disposed 


towards the objects of the system of coloni zation, 


to induce them to petition their respective legis- 
Jatures to grant to the seciety an annual donatic n, 
adequate to the accoinplishment of its benevolent, 
patriotic, and pious purposes. 
Gen. Mercer’s preamble and 
unanimously adopted. . 
A late hour having arriv e set the society, on mo- 
tion, adjourned to me et at half past six o’clock to- 
morrow evening, at the First t Presbyterian church. 
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The society met, in 


- . 
Mercer, aide U. 


Mr. Gurley offered the following preamble and 


iresoiutions: 


Inasmuch as this society nas, for years past, been 
cuniary embarrassments, and as, 
some auxiliary societies, 
and State society, and ihe recently disterbed and 

detdended state of the pecuniary allairs of the 
country, must be deemed prominent), these em- 
barrassments are very slowly, if at all diminishing, 
tue society are convinced that measures must be 
augment, very materially, 
the resources of the society. or that its operations 
must be exceedingly irregular and inefficient, if 

Dona- 

tions to this institution can be expected only from 
those who are informed of its principles and pro- 


ceedings, and who feel an interest in its success. 


The first thing to be done, then, in order to secure 
relief from pecuniary embarrassment, must ob- 


| viously be to diffuse extensively a knowledge of 


the views and prospects and condition of the socie- 
ty, and by arguinents and appeals awaken public 
This can be effected only 


'by the press, by agents, or by both. And if the 


| society possesses no adequate means of increasing 


its publications and agencies, it must proceed upon 
‘the presumption that such publications and agen- 

cies will sustain themselves or entirely abandon 
| the cause. 

| It is well known that the most distinguished 
friends of this society have, from its origin, regard- 
ed its exertions as rather expc¢ erimental and preli- 
minary than as sufficient and final; and have expect- 
ed that the great scheme of the society, shown to 
be practicable by private charity, would be con- 
due ted forward to those vast and beneficent results 
iwhich it was designed to embrace, by the united 
‘treasure and power of the states and the general 
government. It is clear that neither the states nor 
eeneral government will ap iply their means to aid 
this scheme, until public opinion sha!! sanction such 
application, and that efforts are indispensable to 
cominend the cause of African colonization to the 
regards of the American peop! ies before their opi- 
jnion will ever pe expressed in favor of such appli- 


‘ation. Should this society neglect to put iorth 
these effort ywhat other means can we look to 
enlighten and form public opinion on this subject? 
| 1. Therefore, Resolved, Virat this society will en- 
courare the establishment in tis District of a 
wee hy newspaper, to be devoted in part to the 
cause of Afr} can eoloniz t that it be 1 
oinmended to the friends of thesocjety throushout 
the union ty cxtend their patronace to such paper, 
as wellas to do all in tine ir power io increase the 
circulation of the African Reposito: 
2. Resolved, That it is expedient to empley at 
. lest possible pert least twenty able and 
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discreet agents, to explain publicly the views, and 
enforce the claims of this society, as also to receive 
donations for its object; and that the friends of the 
society, throughout the country, be invited to give 
information to this board of gentlemen known to 
them as prepared and.inclined to engage in agencies 
for this society. 

3. Resolved, That a memorial be prepared, ad- 
dressed to the congress of the United States, pray- 
ing that an expedition may be fitted out, in which 
commissioners of this society may be permitted to 
embark, to explore the western coast of Africa, to 
ascertain the situations most desirable for colonies; 
to aid said commissioners in negotiations for such 
regions of the coast as may be most advantageous 
for purposes of colonization; and, also, praying said 
body to grant such other aid to this society as in 
their wisdom they may deem expedient; that said 
inemorial be printed in the Repository, and that the 
friends of the society, throughout the union, be re- 
quested to obtain signatures to this memorial, and 
forward the same to the congress of the U. States. 

4. Resolved, That, in the judgment of this board, 
the best reasons exist why all the friends of the so- 
ciety should press forward in their great work with 
vigor and hope, not permitting occasional calamities 
or pecuniary embarrassments to weaken their reso- 
lution or activity. 

5. Resolved, ‘That should other countries than 
Africa, without the limits of the United States, in- 
vite the colonization of our free colored population, 
the subject of extending the constitutional right of 
the society to plant colonies in those countries 
inerits the consideration of the society. 

These resolutions were supported in an address 
by the mover, who was followed by Mr. Maxwell, 
ot New Jersey, in some remarks on the general ob- 
jects of the society, in which he expressed his ap- 
probation ot the resolutions. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, then addressed the so- 
ciety at length, and stated his concurrence in the 
resolutions. 

Addresses were then made by Mr. Cresson, from 
Pennsylvania, Dr. Reese, from New York, and Mr. 
Levy, from Florida, on the general objects of the 
society. Mr. Cresson opposed the first resolution, 
and Dr. Reese supported it. The third resolution 
was opposed by Mr. Yenton, and the fifth by Mr. 
Clarke and Mr. Maxwell. 

It was, on motion, agreed to take the question on 
the preamble and the several resolutions separately. 
‘The question was accordingly so put, except on the 
fifth resolution, which was withdrawn by the mover. 

The preamble, the first and the second resolutions 
were carried. 

The third resolution was lost. 

The fourth resolution was carried. 

Mr. Clarke offered a resolution concerning some 
unsettled questions between the Parent society and 
the affiliated auxiliary societies of New York and 
Pennsylvania, which, after some discussion be- 
tween Mr. Phelps, Mr. Fendall, and Mr. Buchanan, 
was modified by the mover so as to read as follows; 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ex- 
ainine into and report on certain unsettled and dis- 
puted African aceounts existing between the Ame- 
rican Colonization society and the New York and 
Pennsylvania Colonization societies, in order that 
a fair adjustment thereof may be made, and that 
the judgment of the committee, or of any two of 
them, be considered as binding on all the parties 
concerned. 

Messrs. Phelps and Allen, the delegates from the 
New York society, and Mr. Buchanan, delegate 
from the Pennsylvania society, expressed their as- 
sent to the resolution thus modified, and it was 
unanimously carried. 

Messrs. Mercer. Whittlesey, and Underwood were 
chosen the committee. 

On motion of Mr. Phelps, the following resolutions 
were adopted: 

J. Resolved, That the indications afforded during 
the past year of an increasing attachment, eee 
the citizens of Liberia, to agricultural pursuits, an 
especially the recent establishment of an agricultu- 
ral association at Monrovia, are an encouraging 
aigury of the future prosperity of the colony. 

2. Resolved, That the subscription by the lieuten- 
ant governor of Liberia, on the part of this society, 
to several shares of the stock of the said association, 
the ratification by the board of managers of that 
subscription, and their active policy for several 
years past in fostering an agricultural spirit at the 
colony, are approved by this society: and that it re- 
cominends to said managers to extend such further 
aid to the agricultural association of Liberia as they 
may deem expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Seaton, the twenty-first annual 
report was recommitted to the board of managers, 
in order that it may be prepared for the press and 
printed. 








The society then went into an election of officers 
and managers, and re-elected the present incum- 
bents. 

The society then adjourned, to meet on some day 
to be fixed by the managers hereafter and announced. 





ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 
House of representatives, Wednesday, December 12. 

Mr. Adams having moved the reference of the 
memorials, presented by himself and his colleagues 
from Massachusetts, on the subject of the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the union, to a select committee, 
with instructions to report thereon; and Mr. How- 
ard, of Maryland, having moved their reference to 
the committee on foreign affairs, 

Mr. Adams said, that when he presented the mo- 
tion now under consideration, he had stated that it 
was with the assent and approbation of all his col- 
leagues of the Massachusetts delegation in that 
house. They had all presented similar memorials, 
numerously signed, containing the same remon- 
strance against the annexation of Texas to this 
union, to those which he also had presented. Like 
himself, they too had viewed this question as one 
of the deepest consequence to their constituents, 
and to the whole country; and as a question which 
involves even the integrity of the union by which 
this confederacy is bound together; a question, in 
short, of the most deep, abiding, and vital interest 
to the whole American nation. For, said Mr. A., 
in the face of this house and in the face of Heaven, 
I avow it as my solemn belief that the annexation 
of an independent foreign power to this government 
would, ipso facto, be a dissolution of this union. 
And is this a subject for the peculiar investigation 
of your committee on foreign affairs? Mr. A. thought 
it to be no part of the duty of that committee to 
consider the subject-matter of these memorials; to 
investigate that which struck a blow at the very 
vitals of the government. The question involved 
was, whether a foreign nation, (acknowledged as 
such, in a most unprecedented and extraordinary 
manner, by this government), a nation “damned to 
everlasting fame” by the reinstitution of that detest- 
ed system, slavery, after it had once been abolished 
within its borders, should be admitted into union 
with a nation of freemen? For, sir, said Mr. A., 
that name, thank God, is still ours! And is sucha 
question as this, he further asked, to be referred to 
the committee on foreign atfairs? 

Mr. A. went on to remark, that the exact grounds 
upon which the memorialists base their prayer are 
not yet officially known to the house. He had said 
that he had presented one hundred and ninety peti- 
tions upon this subject, signed by some twenty 
thousand persons, and that his colleagues had pre- 
sented, collectively, a still larger number; and he 
might have referred to the fact that many other 
members, from other states, had also presented 
similar memorials, on the same subject. His col- 
learues, he said, did not think it fitting to move the 
reference to a select committee of any others than 
those petitions which they and he had presented, 
therefore he had not done so. But the grounds 
upon which the prayer of all of them was based, 
were the same. Different reasons and arguments 
may be adduced in support of them, severally, by 
the different members offering them; but they all 
had one object, and not one of them contained aught 
which had the least possible connection with the 
foreign affairs of the country. 

The people of the commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, who have addressed these memorials to this 
house, (continued Mr. A.) have been deeply alarm- 
ed, by the prospect before them, in relation to this 
subject. They have observed, with alarm not un- 
mingled with terror, the recent conduct of the go- 
vernment towards Mexico. They have béen deep- 
ly atfected with what they have conceived to be the 
exceedingly equivocal course of the government, 
during the last, and, as far as it has gone, of the pre- 
sent administration, upon the affairs of Texas. One 
strong reason of this remonstrance, on the part of 
his constituents, arose from the fact that the nation 
now sought to be annexed to our own had its origin 
in violence and fraud; an impression by no means 
weakened by the impulses given by the late and 
present administrations to push on this senseless 
and wicked war with Mexico. They have seen 
the territory of that republic invaded by the act of 
the executive of this government, without any ac- 
tion of congress; and they have seen conspirators 
against that republic coming here, and contriving 
and concerting their plans of operations with mem- 
bers of ourown government! And.amidst all these 
demonstrations of the true state of the case, they 


have heard the bold and unblushing pretence, that | 


the people of Texas were struggling for freedom, 
and that the wrongs inflicted upon them by Mexico 
had driven them into insurrection, and forced them 
to fight for liberty! 


———$—<———S——— 

The chair remarked that, pending the question of 
mere reference, it was not in order to discuss t} 
subject of the annexation of Texas. as 

Mr. Adams resumed; and remarked, 
the grounds of objection set forth in x 
memorials submitted to this house is the statement 
that this nation of Texas originated in fraud and 
violence; and the gentleman from Maryland de. 
mands that this subject be referred to the commit- 
tee on foreign affairs! Why, sir, (demanded M; 
Adams), what would be the reply of that committee 
to such an objection on the part of the memoiialists 
ifsuch a reference were made? Would it not be. 
that with such an objection they had nothing what. 
ever to do? That, whether knaves, or robbers, or 
thieves—with the character of that people they had 
no concern whatever in the inquiries it was their 
peculiar province to make? But it did appear, he 
must say, to him, that when, if admitted, the new 
state would infuse its venom into the pure streams 
of our own country, the expediency of such admmis- 
sion should be carefully and anxiously inquired 
into, and an opportunity be afforded those who 
make such allegations to prove them true. 

There bad been recent evidence (continued Mr. 
A.) afforded the country, as to the real origin of 
the insurrections in Texas. A citizen of Virginia, 
(Dr. Mayo,) who for years has been appointed to 
offices of trust and profit under the last administra- 
tion, has just issued a pamphlet in this city, which 
can be found on sale at any bookstore, in which the 
author gives a copy of a letter written by himself 
in !’ecember, 1830, to the president of the United 
States, in which he declared that, in February, 1830, 
the person now called president Houston did, in this 
city, disclose to himself, the author of the letter, all 
his designs as to this then state of the republic of 
Mexico—Texas. And whoever will read that pam- 
phlet will find that what that letter then contained 
as the disclosure of a scheme to be executed is now 
a matter of history. It was written, be it remark- 
ed, in December, 1830, and discloses the particulars 
of a conversation held in the February previous; a 
conversation which detailed the plan of the con- 
spiracy, since consummated, against the republic 
of Mexico, to rob that government of the province 
of ‘l’exas! 

After this disclosure, (said Mr. 4dams), let gen- 
tlemen arise here, and talk to us, sir, about Texians 
fighting for liberty!—about Texians driven to insur- 
rection by the wrongs inflicted on thein by the re- 
public of Mexico! 

Mr. A. then inquired what were, in reality, the 
pretences upon which the disseverment of Texas 
from the Mexican government was justified. He 
said, that as early as 1824, the legislature of the re- 
public of Mexico, to its eternal honor, passed an 
act for the emancipation of slaves, and the abolition 
of slavery: and the only real ground of rebellion 
against the government of that republic on the part 
of Texas was that very decree: the only object of 
the insurrection, the revival cf the detested system 
of slavery, and she had adopted a constitution de- 
nying ever to her legislature even the power of ever 
emancipating her slaves. 

Asa further reason for not wishing to refer these 
memorials to the committee on foreign affairs, Mr. 
Adams said that he wished to speak respectfully of 
the gentlemen composing that committee, but yet 
he must say that it was not constituted in such a 
manner as to induce the belief that this repert would 
be in accordance with the wishes of the memorial- 
ists, with the presentation of whose petitions his 
colleagues and himself had been entrusted. At the 
head of that committee is a gentleman (Mr. How- 
ard) who is, himself, a slaveholder, and it was to be 
feared, who entertained a widely different opinion, 
as to the morality of the institution of slavery, from 
that held by the great mass of the memorialists. 
Mr. A. said he had reason, even, to fear that that 
centleman favors ihe annexation of Texas to this 
government, and he feared and believed that such 
were the sentiments of a majority of the cornmittee 
of which that gentleman was chairman, and to 
which he now proposes to refer these petitions. 
Independently of all he had said, Mr. A. moreover 
contended that it was strictly conformable with the 
parliamentary rule, when committees are to be ap- 
pointed to consider the prayer of memorialists, to 
appoint a majority of such committee in favor of 
that prayer. This seeined to him as one of the in- 
cidents of freedom of petition itself; necessary to 
‘carry out and perfect that freedom: and he con- 
| trasted the c*aracter of a committee thus appointed, 
with that of a packed committee; instancing the 
committee of ways and means of the house, which, 
he remarked, could pass upon petitions of the peo- 
ple without so much as reading them in committee, 
as had been acknowledged by the majority of that 
committee in a publication, to which their signa- 
tures were affixed in the papers of that day. And 
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yet, sir, added Mr. A., it were better that such 
should be the fate of such memorials as those under 
consideration, than that they should be referred to 
a committee constituted like that to which it was 
proposed to refer them, by the gentleman from Ma- 
land. 

¥ Mr. Adams again alluded to the fact that six out 
of nine of the committee on foreign affairs were 
slaveholders; and he took it for granted that every 
member of the house who was a slaveholder was 
ready for the annexation of Texas to the union. 
This measure involved a principle with these gen- 
tlemen; for its accomplishment was sought, not for 
the acquisition of so much new territory to the 
country, but as a new buttress to the tottering in- 
stitution of slavery. 

Mr. Legare, of South Carolina, here interrupted 
Mr. Adams, and remonstrated against the reitera- 
tion of remarks which, if the latter would but re- 
flect, he averred, would be acknowledged to be un- 
founded. 

Mr. Adams claimed the right to go on without 
interruption, and called the gentleman from South 
Carolina to order. 

Mr. Legare was understood to say, as he sat 
down, that the time for this discussion had not yet 
come, though it soon might, and advised the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts that ‘sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof.” 

Mr. fhett, of South Carolina, hoped the members 
of the house would sulfer the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts to proceed without interruption, and hear 
him through this most extraordinary speech. 

Mr. Adams proceeded, and repeated that one 
great objection to the proposed reference was, that 
six out of nine upon the committee were slave- 
holders, and were, therefore, not a proper commit- 
tee forsucha reference. They were in feeling and 
in interest committed in favor of that against which 
these memorialists remonstrated. He would say, 
with all respect to the two gentlemen from S. C. 
(the most deeply slaveholding state in the union), 
who had just taken their seats, that whether the 
discussion arise now or hereafter, was as immate- 
rial to him as it could be to them; it must come! 
And though it might for the present be delayed, he 
did not believe it would forever be smothered by 
previous questions, motions tolay it upon the table, 
and all the other means and arguments by which 
the institution of slavery is wont to be sustained on 
that floor—the same means and arguments, in 
spirit, which in another place have produced mur- 
der and arson. Yes,sir, continued Mr. Adams, the 
same spirit which led to the inhuman murder of 
Lovejoy at Alton 

The chair here interposed, and remarked that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts was straying widely 
from the question of reference, which was imme- 
diately under consideration. 

Mr. Petrikin, of Pennsylvania, sent a written 
motion to the chair, which was not read, the speak- 
er declaring it to be, at that time, out of order. At 
the request of Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, it was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Sayder, of Illinois, asked the chair if he 
should be permitted to reply to so much of the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Massachusetts as re- 
lated to the recent Alton affair? 

The speaker decided that to what was said out of 
order it was not competent for any member to re- 
ply in order. 

Mr. Snyder must, then, he gaid, call the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts to order, and move that 
he take his seat. 

Mr. .4dams should do this when the sense of the 
house indicated it to be their will. 

The chair decided that having been pronounced 
out of order by the chair, and a motion made by a 
member that he take his seat, according to the rules 
of the house, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
would do so. 

Mr. Rhett went on to make some remarks, ex- 
pressive of the hope that gentlemen whom Mr. 
Adams, as he alleged, had so gratuitously assaulted, 
might be allowed an opportunity to make a reply, 
when he was called to order by the chair. 

Mr. Adams said, in reply to the last observation 
that had fallen from the chair, that he would pro- 
ceed without even so much as a whisper more in 
relation to the recent affair at Alton. He was pro- 
ceeding, when 

The speaker said: the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts will take his seat. 

Mr. Adams resumed his seat for a moment 

Mr. Bouldin, rising to address the chair, 

Mr. Adams rose, and asked by what decision he 
had been bidden to take his seat? 

The chair repeated what he had before said, and 
read the rule again. 

Mr. Adams then said: but I had said [ would not 
utter a whisper even to the winds of what it had 


.* 








given the gentleman from Lllinois so much uneasi- 
ness to hear. 

The chair insisted on the rule. 

Mr. Adams. And does the speaker, when a 
member is out of order, peremptorily bid him to 
take his seat? 

The chair again explained the requisition of the 
rule, and the duty of the speaker to enforce it. 

Mr. ddams. But there is certainly an appeal tu 
the house; and to the house I appeal, and ask the 
yeas and nays. The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. Bouldin claimed the floor. He had risen to 
address the chair, after the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts had resumed bis seat. If there was to be an 
appeal from the decision of the chair, it should have 
been made before another member obtained the floor. 

The speaker said that, strictly speaking, that was 
true; but the nature of the case seeined to requirea 
more liberal construction of the usual rule, in such 
cases. 

Mr. Grennell put this question to the chair: 
when a gentleman makes a motion, the effect of 
which is to permit him to proceed, is it not under- 
stood that his motion involves the condition that he 
proceed ‘in order?” 

The chair said certainly. 

Mr. Adams declared that to have been his decla- 
ration, in what he had already said, when called to 
order by the chair. 

The yeas and nays being about to be called, 

Mr. Snyder withdrew his objection, and 

Mr. Adams proceeded. He said that, as there 
appeared to be an indisposition on the part of a 
portion of the house to hear him farther upon this 
topic, at this time, he would abridge his remarks, 
and hasten to a close. What he had said was in- 
tended to enforce the objections which he had 
stated against the proposed reference of the memo- 
rials from Massachusetts to the committee on for- 
eign affairs: first, that the subject matter of those 
memorials was not appropriately referrable to that 
committee; and secondly, that that committee was 
not, in itself, a properly constituted committee for 
such a reference, inasmuch as six out of nine 
of the members composing it were already commit- 
ted, by feeling and position, adversely to the ob- 
ject and prayer of the petitioners. He had allowed 
himself, while urging these objections, to make 
some remarks upon the spirit manifested in this 
matter by gentlemen similarly committed, and by 
those sections of country to which they belong; and 
thence to argue against the propriety of the refer- 
ence proposed by the member from Maryland. 
Nor was this objection, he contended, at all incon- 
sistent with that respect which he entertained to- 
wards the gentlemen composing that committee, in 
every other point of view. 

Mr. Adams urged a still further objection to the 
proposed reference, derived from the change which 
since the special session of congress, it had been 
thought proper to make in the committee on for- 
eign affairs—a change, the contemplation of which 
impressed him still more deeply with the belief that 
that committee was decidedly adverse to the prayer 
ofthese memorialists. ‘Three new members had been 
placed upon that committee; and, as if to make it 
still more emphatically a slaveholding committee, a 
gentleman from Virginia had been taken from the 
chair of another important committee, and placed 
upon this. For what, he would ask, was this alter- 
ation made? Whatever the motive, he must say it 
was, to his mind, an additional reason why, as one 
of the representatives of the people of Massachu- 
setts, he should not consent that their interests, as 
freemen, should be confided to it. Upon that com- 
mittee, besides the fact that six out of nine were 
slaveholding members, he observed the same propor- 
tion of friends to the administration had been placed. 
Perhaps not the identical six before alluded to, but 
yet members ever ready to support the administra- 
tion in every and any measure, be it what it may— 
consistent with their sense of duty. Now, said Mr. 
A., it may be urged, as, indeed, in his section, it 
had been repeated!y, that the president of the Uni- 
ted states was against the annexation of Texas; and 
that it is a base calumny to say that any prejudice 
in favor of thismeasure had existence at the White 
House! He had seen such things in the public 
prints, and lately in the official paper in this city. 

The chair reminded the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that he was straying from the subject 
immediately under the consideration of the house. 

Mr. Adams would come back, and keep as near- 
ly to the mark as he could. This he might be per- 
mitted to say, that he and his colleagues had seen, 
in reading the late message of the executive, how 
much was notin that document, as well as how 
much was init. History, sir, tellsus(said Mr. A.) 
of the funeral of a sister of one of the Roman em- 
perors, which took place at atime when Rome was 
steeped in slavery, at which the statues of Brutus 


and Cassius were not seen among the splendid array 
of statues of friends and relatives, which it was the 
custom to bear in the funeral processions of the 
great. And the historian remarks that the absence 
of those two friends of liberty was more noticed by 
the people who witnessed the display, than the 
whole train which was present; and that the specta- 
tors of the scene, instead of admiring the pomp and 
magnificence of their tyrants, were thinking only of 
the absent statues of Brutus and Cassius, the friends 
and advocates of freedom. Sir, I could not but re- 
call this historic incident as inversely applicable, 
when I saw, in the late message of the executive, 
so much allusion to the grievances of this govern- 
ment at the hands of Mexico, and literally nota 
single allusion to our relation with Texas. 

The chair observed that the message was not how 
under consideration. } 

Mr. Adams. The committee on foreign relations 
will, of course, have the subject of our relations with 
Mexico before it; and my objections to the refer- 
‘ence proposed by the gentleman from Maryland are 
strengthened by this consideration. The annexation 
of Texas and the proposed war with Mexico are 
one and the same thing, though expressed in differ- 
ent forms. Now, the message is diametrically ad- 
verse, or, as the recently fashionable phrase is, it is 
decidedly ‘‘antagonistical” to the prayer of these 
memorialists. 

The chair again reminded Mr. A. that the mes- 
sage not having been referred, the connexion at- 
tempted to be shown between any portion of its con- 
tents and the present motion of reference was too 
far-fetched to be in order. 

Mr. Adams. But suppose these memorials were 
against a war with Mexico; would it not be in or- 
der to discuss that part of the message relating to 
that subject, upon the question of reference? _ 

The chair—That is not the point under discus- 
sion, and it will be time enough for the chair to de- 
cide it when it arises. 

Mr. Adams remarked that, did he not know what 
the composition of that house was, he would ap- 
peal from the decision of the chair. He considered 
it perfectly competent to argue, as he had done, 
upon the unfitness of the committee on foreign af- 
fairs to act upon these memorials, by reason of the 
fact that so much of the message as relates to the 
aflairs of Mexico would of course, be referred to 
that committee. But, under the decision of the 
chair, he should reserve what he had to say further 
on that point until the mouths of members inclined 
to advocate the cause of freedom upon that floor 
should be permitted to be opened more widely; if 
indeed, there was any hope that that time would 
ever arrive. 

Mr. A. remarked, in closing, that he did not 
wish the parliamentary usage in such cases to be 
strictly observed in this instance, in the appoint- 
ment of a mover of a select committee to be chair- 
man of that committee, should the motion he had 
made prevail. But he did claim that the chairman 
and the majority should be favorable to the prayer 
of the petitioners. This he considered it was his 
right to claim, as parliamentary practice of long 
standing. He did not ask for a great majority, but 
simply a bare majority. 

Mr. Wise, of Virginia, said he had not risen to 
discuss the motion immediately before the house. 
He regretted that the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts had gone so much at length, and in sucha 
manner, into the merits of a question not yet before 
that body. He felt no excitement at what he had 
just been listening to, though the remarks which 
had fallen from the gentleman were calculated to 
produce such feelings. He had risen merely to 


make the motion he had indicated his intention of 


offered yesterday, and he should give his reasons, 
very briefly, for that motion. 

All these memorials are merely negative. They 
do not ask for any action of this house upon any 
matter yet betore it, but, simply, that the propriety 
of an act, not now proposed to be done, be refered 
to a.committee of this house. There was, cleaily, 
no need, at present, of any such reference as was 
proposed. The republic of Texas had attempted 
to open a negotiation for admission to the union, 
with this government, which overture was declined 
on the ground of our relations with Mexico. This 
government had peremptorily refused to do an 
thing whatever upon the matter. Nothing had 
been done, or had been pruposed to be done, in 
congress upon the subject. No memorial in favor 
of such a measure had ever been betore this house, 
No reference of any such subject had been made to 
a committee, nor had any committee to eonsider it 
been appointed. It was lime enough, Mr. Wise 
conceived, to discuss the subject which had been 
dwelt upon with so much feeling aud earnestness 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts, when it 
should come up regularly for discussion. As to the 
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question of s] avery in 
yea an: 


jic, for the preset nt (said Mr. Wise) we certainly | 
may “not say to the r epublie of Texas, in the words | 
of St. Paul, “Wonld to God that thou wert both | 
alin rst t and altogether such as we are, exccpt these 
bonds! 


He moved to] lay the per 
: the { able, 


idine motions of reference 


Texas, and the infusion of | 
into the pure morality of this repub- | our vessels on the stoc! 


My, Rhett and Mr. Dawson appealed to Mr 
Wise to withdraw his motion, to enable them to| 
male some reply to what had fallen from Mr. | 


Aki 

Mr. iv ise insisted upon his motion, as the only | 
poper course to be taken in the prese 
the su bi ‘et, 

Mr. Grennell, of Massachusetts, demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and being ta- 
icen stood as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Atherton, 
Beirne, Bell, Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Win. B. Camp- 
bell, T. J. Carter, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, 
Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crockett, Cush- 
nan, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, Dromgoole, Ed- 
wards, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Gallup, J. 
Garland, J. Graham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, 


nt positl 


flamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, ‘Hubley, R. 
M. T. Munter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, 


. Johnson, William C. Johanson, N. Jones, i W. 
rided Kemble, Lawler, Legare, | Leadbetter, Loo- 
mis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, Mau- 
ry, May, McKay, A. McCleilan, McKim, Menefee, 


Mm ercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, S. 
Vv: Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, 
Patton, Pearce, Pen: rybacker, Petriken, Phelps, 


Viumer, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Randolph, Rench- 
er, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, A. H. Shepperd, 
7 
Taliaferro, Taylor, 
tus, Poucey, Underwood, Vail, Wagener, 
ster, Jobn White, T. T. W hittlesey, 1 Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Wittiacs, J. W. Williams, J. 1. | 
Williams, Wise, Worthington, Yell—127. 
NAY3S—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, J. W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, 
Briges, Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, Clowney, Cor- 
Wii, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Da- 
vies, Dunean, Dunn, Evans, Everett, R. Fletcher, 
illmore, Gholson, Goode, W. Graham, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Halsted, Hastings, Henry, Herod, 
Win. H. Hunter, T. B. ‘ Jackson, Lincoln, Marvin, 
S. Mason, R. McClellan, MecKennan, Milligan, M. 
Morria, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, 
Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Rhett, Ridg- 
way, Russell, Sheifer, C. Shepard, Sibley, Slade, | 
Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, A. e- - White, 
hb. W hittlesey, C. H. Williams, Yorke— 


‘er, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, 


Tit 


So the motion of Mr. Wise was ies ‘to, and | 


the whole subject ordered to lie on the table. 

Among other memorials presented and referred to- 
day were the following: 

By Mr. Jenifer: memorials from citizens of Prince 
George’s county, Md., and the District of Coluinbia, 
praying congress to make {ree of toll the bridge over 
the eastern branch of the Potomac river. 

Also, that the turnpike road, leading to Bladens- 
burg, in the District of Columbia, inay be free 
of toll. 

Also, from John Breome, of Calvert county, Md., 
for compensation for property destroyed during the 
late war with Great Britain. 

Also, from Richard Mackall, of similar import. 

Also, from Robert and Caroline Brookes. 

Also. from Eliza Davidson, in behalf of 
and beirs at law of the late Lewis Grant D: 
of the District of Columbia. 

Which, with those of the former members from 
the same state, were referred approprietel) Y. 


her se elf 


vidson, 


BD SEC RETARY OF THE 
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REPORT OF TI 
R Dec. 2, 1837. 

Sre: In ta: performance of my duty to lay be- 

fore you at this Lime the condition ef our 

the following 


vavyu depariment 


hor leave tos ubmit - repor. 


hields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spen- 


navy, 1} 


‘and the sloop of war 


ion of 





| 


{ 


trom 
Web- 
‘commodore Nicholson landed < 
| 29th of July, and then acute hat to his station on | 


} 


| 


| 


2 








' 


neha 
‘returned from the coast of Brazil on the 15th of 
| September last; and « stat 


For a eee state pment of the condibien of | 


ew ith 


submitted, (marked I); and for the ainount of tim- 


, as well as those afloat at. 
our navy yards, I beg "tebe to refer to the report | 
|of the commissioners of the navy board her 


ber, iron, and other materials, procured for the 
gradual improvement of the navy, to their report, 
(marked L.) 

Phe squat ‘on in the Mediterranean cons sists of 
the frigates Constitution and the U: uiles i States, and 
the schooner Shark. This is jess than the pA 
force upon that station, but is deemed adequate to 
| the present ¢ xg ert cle s of cur commerce in that sea; 
and as vessels were much wanted for other stations 


none have been sent to that since the retura of the 
Potomac and John Adams 

The frigate Cons sin tion must be recalled ia the 
early pi rt. oi the coming year, when an addilion cin 
be convenie nily made to this squadron, and the ship 


of the line Penasylvania sent to that station, should 


it be cd: comed expedi: nt. 

Jur force in the Pacific at the time of my last 
annual report, was composed of the frigate Brandy 
wine and the schooners Dolphin and Boyer; > since 


7 ft 
which, the B; randy wine, commodore Wadsworth, 


has returned to the United States, and the Dol: phin, 


has been condemned and sold. 


The squadron now | 


consists of the ship of the line North Carolina, com- | 


modore Ballard, and the sloops of war 
and Lexington and the schooners Enterprise and 
Boxer. 

This is a considerable addition to our force on 
that station, but not greater than a dune regard tor 
our commerce in the Pacific at this time seemed to 
reqilire. 

The sloop of war 


WY 


Erie, commodore Re 


our squadron on t hat ion 


Falmenth | 


Jersey, and lieutenant commandant Ble 


| ordered to take command of the 
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on the coast, aud 
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Lieutenant commandant Gex 
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will no doubt be ¢ 


i ~ 
AV LSI S(S 


tte nde d with 


ey, in the schu: Her 
Ke, 


nd crew S. 
35 attach Cd {i 2) the Coas Si7 


3, ‘ 
‘a 7 < Y 4 
scilooner BE 


xperiiment, with their officers a 
as soundiny partie 


> ae urys 
Ye .. Ag 

ihave been active Y and very advantage. ously e: 
c »*> a 
i ren in the harbor of New York and w: aters ad 
ote id- 

ja nt. ive dise cov ery 3 by lier ute nant ¢ -OmMmmMat 1dQ 


Gedney, of a new chann: i into the harbor of 


vr s N ew 
York, through which the heaviest shins may nasa 
. . : aps May pass 

W it h 10%; if Gabger, rBust ad deg hy res a +e VY to i Lhe CONn?z, : Te} 
) } Clal 


advantages of that harbor, and to its value as a ya. 
val station. 

The survey of the harbors south of the Ches- 
peake made by commodore M. T. Woolsey, cap- 
tain Alexander Claxton, and commander FE. k. 
Shubrick, who were sent out for that purpose in the 
brig Porpuise, under the command of lcutenant 
commandant William Ramsay, being finished, th at 


brig has since been employed, under the comm and 
of lientenant commandant Wilkes, in the survey 


iit 


and examination of George’s shoa ls off the coast of 


Massachusetts. 

This survey has, after much labor, been finished 
in the most satisfactory manner, and will add much 
to the safety of a navigation hitherto considered 
dangerous. Lieutenant commandant Wilkes is now 
brig Porpoise, anc 
make an examination and survey of the harbors ot 
Beaufort a nd Wilmington, in North Carolina, and a 

survey of May river, from Tybee bar to the Hant- 


| ing island, which surveys are re quired by the 


the 3dof March last t, making appropriations for ti v 


,| naval service. 


now consists of the razec Independence. comimo- | 


dore John B. Nich 
and the brig Dolphin. 
Boston on the 

board our minister to 


olson, 


20th of May last, having on 
HusaiA,. Mr, Dallas, whom 


+’ 


ithe coast of Brazil. 

In the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, the 
sloops of war Boston, Concord, Natchez, St. Louis, 
and Vandatia, and the schooner Grampus, com- 
posed the squadron under commodore Dallas. 
this large force has been 
Ontario, which sailed from New York on the 19th 
}of August last, carrying out, in addition to her 
Lown crew, an extra number of searsen and 1 
rings 

T he revenue cutters Dexter and Jefferson, which, 
by consent of the secretary of the t treasury, were 
| transferred to commodore Dallas, after having per- 
formed the duties required of them, have been re- 
turned to the revenue service; and the steamers 
American and Major Dade, also under his command, 
have been transferred to the army, at the request of 
the secretary of war. 

The employment of these revenue cutters and 
steamboats, under the command of commodore Dal- 
las, has subjected the navy department to heavy 
charges not provided for in the appropriations for 
the year 1837. 

The West India squadron Has been most actively 
and efficiently employed in the complicated duties 
of protecting the persons and property of our mer- 
chants and other citizens, in the West Indies and 
the Gulf of Mexico: of co- operating with our Jand 
‘orces in the Florida war, and of preventing the 
importation of slaves. 

The sloop of war Peacock, commodore Kennedy, 
which, with the a proes K nterprise, sailed from 
New York in April, 1835, on a cruise in the East 
Indies, and along the keen of Asia. 


the sloop of war Fairfield | 
The aie gg sailed | 


| cers have 
t Cronstadt on tie! 


| 


Upon the application of the 


board of navy com- 
missioners, seventeen 


oticers of the navy 


were 
placed under their orders, for the purpose of making 


examinations required by the second section of an 
act of congress of the 34 of March last, in relation 
to a selection of sites for lirht-houses. hese offi- 
completed the duties assigned to theia 
in a satisfactory manner, as the commissioners 
have reported to the secretary of the tre 
The travelling expenses and increased pay conse- 
quent upon the employment of these officers on ve is 


asury, 


iduty, have been borne by the navy departmen ind 





with a view to | 


the protection and extension of our comimerce in| 


that quarter, returned to the United States on the 
6 ah of October last, having successfully accotm- 
plis ed the objects for which the cruise was under- 
ita The Enterprise was detained by commo- 
ae Ballard on the Pacifie s where hers 
vices were required, 
‘ommodore Reed, with the frigate 
is ordered to 
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ihave to that extent inereased the Hs et eX spend 


TYo/tures beyond what was contemplated in the e: sti- 
added the stoop of war) mates for the year. 


The vessels enumerated in commission on fo- 
reign stations, or abeut to sail, including the five 
vessels of the South Sea explo ring expedition coin. 
pose a larger naval force than we have had in com- 
mission at any time since the late war with. Great 
Britain. 

The satisfactory condition of our force abroad 
affords us the opportunity of provic ding for a home 
squadron for the protection of commerce on our 
extensive coast. Estimates for such a squadron are 
subinitted with those for the general naval service 
for the year 1838. 


Within the past year the number of captains of 
the navy has been increased from forty to fifty; of 


commandceis, from forty-one to fifty; of lieutenants, 
from two hundred and sixty to two hundred and 

eighty; of surgeons, from forty-four to fifty; and of 
assistant surgeons, from fifty to sixty. 

This increase of officers was deemed necessary, 
from the ifcreased number of ships to be put in 
commission, to meet the exigencies of our growing 
commerce. 

The numbers of surgeons and assistant surgeons 
have not been increased ina just propertion with 
those of the captains, commanders, and lieut nants; 
and the wants of the service require a further addi- 
tion to their numbers 

As the appropt ‘jations for the South Sea expic: r- 
ing expedition, in the law <¢ uthorizing the san 
amounting to three hundred thonsand dollars, were 
inadequate to the expense of its outfit , it became 
necessary to submit esti ni ttes for further appropria- 
tions lor this object, which was done at the jast 
stated session of congress. 

With my letter to the president of the United 
es of the 6th of February jast, and by bits sub- 
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The estimates submitted for the annuai expenses incurred, the time spent in preparing the force, 


the three years, during which time it was intend- 
ed the exploring squadron should be absent, to | 
1,039,293 00. In this estimate is included the 
sum of $43,842 50 for the annual expense of the 
scientific corps of the expedition, ainounting, with 
their assistants, to the number of eighteen. 

As this statement of facts could leave no doubt 
that the exploring expedition would cost nearly, if 
not quite, a million and a half of dollars, and as it 
greatly exceeded in number of vessels and men the 
most successful expeditions of a like character here- 
tofure sent out by the maritime powers of Europe, 
it was believed that its amount would have been 
reduced by withholding a part of the appropriations 
asked for by the estimates. This, however, was 
not deemed expedient, and the full appropriations 
were made by an act of the 3d of March iast. 

Before this time, lieutenant commandant Tat- 
nall, who had periormed a cruise to the coast of 
Mexico in the Pioneer, reported so unfavorably of 
her sailing, that it was deemed proper to examine 
into her condition, as well as that of the bark Con- 
sort and schooner Pilot, which, with the Pioneer, 


and other circumstances which they enumerate, 
and as the officer selected to command the expe- 
dition was satisfied with the vessels, they came to 
the conciusion, that no reduction could be made 
in their amount at this late period, without preju- 
dice to the success of the expedition. They, how- 
ever, recommended a reduction of the number of 
officers and men to about five hundred, exclusive 
of the scientific corps. Tothis reduction, although 
in my opinion a very proper one, commodore Jones 
inade such decided objections, that I thought pro- 
per to yieldto his wishes, and so informed him; and 
his force was continued at six hundred and three 
officers and men, exclusive of the scientific corps. 

Belore the proposed alterations could be com- 
pleted, commodore Jones discovered that the cook- 
ing galleys, originally ordered at his request, made 
|upon a new plan for burning anthracite coal, would 
‘not answer the purpose proposed; and on the Ist 
of August he requested they might be replaced by 
others. The galleys wanted have been made with 
all possibie despatch, at the navy yard at this place, 
and the last of them was sent to Norfolk on the 6th 
of October. 





had been built expressly for this expedition, and 
which, in point of sailing, were not considered equal 
to the Pioneer. 

On the 10th of April, commodore Jones was in- 
formed that the commissioners of the navy had 
made arrangements to have a thorough examina- 
tion of the barks Pioneer and Consort and the 
schooner Pilot, with a view to ascertain their suf- 


ficiency for the service contemplated: that the chief 
constructor, colonel! Humphries, and Mr. Grice, na- | 


val architect, were ordered on this duty, and com- 
mordore Jones was requested to join them, which 
lie did. 


On the 26th of April, at his own suggestion, he 


was instructed, with the vessels of his squadron, 


except the Macedonian, to proceed to sea, and make | 


a full trial of their sailing, and was directed to return 
to Norfolk within twenty days after sailing. 
Commordore Jones, on his return froin his expe- 
rimental cruise, reported favorably of the sailing 
qualities of the vessels; but recommended that they 
should be put into dry dock, for the purpose of the 
examination which had been proposed, and for 


such repairs and alterations as might be deemed | 
necessary. lyieasures were taken for doing this as |. 


svon'as the ship of the line Delaware, then under 
a Course of repairs, could be taken out of the dock. 

On tee 38th of May, commodore Warringion 
ed to prepare tue Pioneer, Consort ‘and 
Pilot, for going into dock. As commodore Jones 
had required that another schooner shouid be added 
to his squadron, without which he should not con- 
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dice to the success of the expedition. ‘This ingut- 
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ting out this squadron was greauy increased by the 
suspension of specie payi 


pa nis by the banks, which 
had then taken place, which difficulty had not been 
foreseen by congress when the large appropriatio is 
, ond which made it 
it} erent departments of govern- 
ment to limit the usual and authorized expendi- 
tures, as far as the same conld be done withont in- 
jury to the public service: 
tion that, should a part of the vessels of the squad- 
ron be found unfit for the service required, it would 
be better that the squadron shonld sail with a re- 
dueed force, than wait until other vessels could be 
substituted. 
On the 13th of July, the board reported that the 


, . 
a. ‘ ¢ ar *; Ta 
mritae expedinon were granted 


occupation of the dock at Gosport, and the employ- | 


ment of some of the members of the board, pre- 
vented a meeting until the 30th of June. 
the barks and schooner were put into dock and ex- 
amined: certain alterations recommended, which 
conld soon be eompleted, by which the vessels 
“might be made to answer the purposes proposed 
sufficiently well to justify their employment.” 

The board state, that had they “been called upon 


before any preparations had been made, to state | 


the nnmber and character of the vessels, which in 
their opinion, would be best caleulated to secure 
the attaininent of these proposed objects, they 
certainly would not have recommended those which 
have been prepared.” They were of opinion 
that a smaller number would have answered the 
p'irposes; yet, from a consideration of the expense 


and from the considera- | 


That | 
Jones that the chronometers for his squadron were | 


_ On the 26th of September, [ issued orders to 
‘commodore Jones to proceed with the vessels of 
| 


o@ . q = | 
his squadron from Norfolk to New York, as soon, 


.as they could be prepared for removal. 


October, and arrived at the harbor of New York on 
the 16th of that month. 


the alterations made in her, was not weil fitted for 
service in the expedition, [ gave to commodore 
Jones the privilege of purchasing such a fast sail- 


ing schooner as he might select, to be substituted | 


‘for the Pilot. In consequence of which, on the 
Sth of September, he purchased the schooner Clara, 
‘now called the Active, for eight thousand dollars; 
upon which he was authorized to put such repairs 
and improvements as he might think necessary, at 
the navy yard, New York. 

Although the vessels had not heretofore been in 
a situation to receive the scientific corps, and I 
could not, with propriety, order them to report to 
the commodore for duty, yet, L thought it proper 


to put them upon pay; which was done on the 4th) 
ay of July Jast. And I requested commodore | 


{ 


ones, if his convenience would permit, to meet a 


Newt de ee 


‘ 


bose Oo! 


paving a periect understanding with them, 
o their accommodations with their books, instru- 


ments, &c. on board the vessels of his squadron. 


‘Liis meeting took place inJuly, and such arrange- | 


‘ 7 _ ! : . . ‘ ; Ac oT: . ee Y ¥ 
inents, i understand, were nade, as were perfecily 


to the commodore and to the eentlemen 


’ He was | 
‘not able to sail from Norfolk before the 12th of! 


As I believed the schooner Pilot, notwithstanding | 


large portion of them at Philadelphia, for the pur- | 





By aleiter from commodore Ridgely of the 21st 
of November, I find that the work upon the ves- 
sels of this squadron, after their arrival at New 
York, up to the 15th of the month, amounted to 
four thousand six hundred and thirty-one dollars; 
and that there remained to be done, after that day, 
to the amount of two thousand three hundred and 
thirty-three dollars, all of which requires much 
more time than I had anticipated. 

All this work I believe, however, is necessary, 
and would not have been ordered by commodore 
Jones, if the health and comfort of his crews, and 
the safety of the expedition, had not depended 
upon it; and impatient as the public is, that the 
expedition should sail immediately, it is better that 
there should still be some days’ or weeks’ delay, 
than that it should sail before the vessels are fully 
prepared. 

The commissioners of the navy hold no corres- 
pondence with the commanders oi vessels in com- 
mission, except in relation to their supplies of pro- 
visions and stores. The steps, therefore, taken by 
commodore Jones, under his discretionary powers, 
to have the vessels of his squadron fitted out as he 
'should deem most expedient, were not under the 
‘control of the commissioners, nor subjected to the 
strict regulations generaliy observed in filing out 
vessels for foreign stations. 

It was believed, however, that but little work 
remained to be done on the vessels after their sail- 
ing from Norfolk, and that but a small advance 
would be required for completing the stores. Yet 
it appears from the letter of commodore Ridgciy, 
before cited, that the expenditures required at New 
York for these vessels amount to the sum of $86,932 
89, and for the schooner Active, including sea 
stores, the sum of $14,700 96; in all, 21,653 85. 
To these must be added, purchases, made by au- 
| thority of commodore Jones, of articles, for which 
requisitions have not been required, the amount of 
which is not known. 

In my last report to the house of representatives 
of the 15th of October last, I expressed an opinion 
that no further appropriation would be wanted icr 

the expedition for the present year; but in ascer- 

| taining all the expenditures for the vessels since 
they left Norfolk, and what is still required for their 
equipment, it may be found that a further appro- 
priation will be wanted for the present year, tlic 
amount of which cannot now be stated, 

In obedience to a law of the 3d of March, 18°5, 
authorizing the construction of a dry dock for the 
naval service in the harbor of New York, cr in iis 
adjacent waters, I caused soundings and other ex- 
aminations to be made by an able engineer, Loam- 
mi Baldwin, esq. for the purpose of seicetiug a 











| 
| 


isfactory proper site for such a dry dock. The report 
of the setentifie corps. | Mr. Baldwin was decidedly in favor of the preset 
2 if was necessary to procure a great variety of! navy vard at Brooklyn as this site; which was a¢ 
or tue gentleinen of the seientitic corps, for | cordingly recommended in my report to the he 
pusitions could not conventently be taade | ol mpresentatives. This it appears. licwever. \ 
t consamption of much tme, [found it) not satislactory; and on the 3d of June, 1S36, thy 
necessary to place funds in the hands of ene gen-| house of representatives, by their resolution, «- 
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requisitions for; and on the 12th of Gciober placed 
twelve thousand aoiars, subi ct fo his drafts, Ov 
7 


' 


like purposes, in the hands of his purser. This 
‘ ' ,% © 
unusual course was adopted that there might be no} 


hestid Toi geaey PEt bane VPesar 
gesay in the sailing of the ¢ xpedition, 
rey ° 4 . % . j " + ° 
he objecis of removing the squadron from Nor- 
i tae nee OC Aalst Se ae ee A! ct ' ; 
folk to New York, as stated by commodore Jones. 


were to complete the stores, and to introduce some | 


‘proper apparatus for heating the vessels in cold 
latitudes. #Phese, I took it for granted, would not 
irequire more than two or three weeks for their 
‘completion; and trom the general order of commo- 
dore Jones at Norfolk, I felt a confidence the ex- 
pedition would leave the United States in the 
month of November. I, therefore, as soon as I 
knew of the arrival of the squadron in New York, 
directed the gentlemen of the scientific corps to 
‘report to commedore Jones for duty. 

On the 3d of November I wrote to commodore 


‘ready at the depot, in this place, and requested 
him to send two competent ofitcers to take charge 
‘of them. Onthe 10th of the month IT sent him 
| sailing instructions to be carried into efiect as soon 
|as his vessels were, in a/l respects, ready for sea, 
and on the 16th of the month twenty-five chronom- 
leters, in guod order, were delivered to the officers 
sent for them. 

Had I known the extent of work required for 
ithe vessels of the squadron, after their arrival at 


| New York, I should not so soon have directed the 
scientific corps to report, or have issued iny sail- 





ing instructions. 


hands of cominodore Jones on the 29th of August | 
last, for the purpose of parchasing such articles | 
for the expedition as it was inconvenient to make | 


; 

far ue , 
iaF as Prac- 
netahisahser ‘ . 
esta sning a i.a\ 


rected this department to ascertain, as 
ticable, the practicability of 

yard at or near Barn island.in the stratis caile¢ % 
ast river, which connects Long tsiand sound will 
New York bay—also at Perth Amboy and Jersey 
city, in the state of New Jergey-— 

advantages and disadvantares of those sites. and 
the site of the navy yard at the Wallatout,on Long 
Island, for the purposes of a navy yard; the ex- 
pense of erecting the works recommended by co! 
Baldwin at the Wallabout, according to the plan 
prescribed by that engineer; the expense of a dry 
dock at each of the above positions; the ex 

of purchasing the necessary quantity of lend, and 
erecting buildings of equal convevience with those 
now owned by the United States at the Wallabout, 
and the probable amount for which the lands, build- 
ings, and other property of the United States at the 
Wallabout, might be disposed of, if offered for saie. 

Under this resolution, Lemploved Mr. Baldwin 
tou make the necessary examinations and inquiries, 
and on the 10th of December last submitted to the 
house Mr. Baldwin’s very elaborate report, by 
which it would appear that the navy yard at Brook- 
lyn, according to his former report, should be se- 
lected as the site of the proposed drv dock, 

On the 22d of February last, the house of re- 
presentatives resolved that the secretary of the 
navy be directed to cause an examination to be 
made of the various positions not heretofore ex- 
amined within the waters of the New York bav 
and its vicinity, which are adapted to the establish- 
ment and construction of dry docks. and to report 
their comparative advantages and disadvantages to 
the house of representatives at the opening of the 
next session of congress. 

Under this resolution, T employed professer 
James Renwick, of New York, to make the ne- 
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1837. 

The amount of arrears to invalids under the act of 
the 3d of March, 1837, is $117,949 854 

The amount of arrears to widows is 270,125 373 

The amount of arrears to childrenis 190,341 89 





Total of arrears as ascertained to the 

















decks of ships of the line; and three of the five 
commissioners would prefer the medium thirty-two 
pounders to twenty-four pounders, for the gun 
decks of heavy frigates. 

The comparative advantages between the light 





Ist of Octeber, 1837, and paid to 








rency of the country being suddenly and violently de- 
'stroyed, the relations of debtor and creditor, the 
i value of property, the transactions of commerce, 
the whole business of life be so much disturbed, be 


twenty-four pounders and the forty-two pound car- | thrown into such inextricable and such intolerable 
ronades, seem to leave the question or relative effi- | disorder, that nothing short of revolution, or an an- 
eiency to depend upon the circumstances of space | archy to the full as bad, could grow out of it. I be- 
in our own vessels, and the distance of an enemy/seech you never to lose sight of the great cardinal 





— 
cessary examinations. He surveyed, with great; Ist of July, 1837, under the same in case of action; which, being variable in them. it 
labor and care, a bay at Constable’s point, in New| act, is $578,417 12 | selves, their relative efficiency would probabl i yey 
Jersey, called Kill Van Kull, which, in his opinion, | The amount of stocks owned by the navy pension | estimated differently by different individuals ga oni 
presents many advantages as a station for adry| fund on the Ist of October, 1837, A copy of the report of the boart is hereto ail 
dock and navy yard; which will be communicated| was $1,049,232 25 | nexed. - rest 
to the house of representatives in a separate report. | On the 8th of November, 1837, there Commodore T. A. Catesby Jones having pre ae 

It is greatly to be regretted that so much time} was sold Pennsylvania stock be- sented to the board his individual views in a letter oS 
has been lost in making the proper selection for the Jonging to the fund, to the nomi- an extract of such parts of the same as relates t aa 
site of this dry dock, the completion of which| nal amount of $55,000 00 the subject of the resolution, is also annexed E er 
would be of the greatest advantage to the naval | And United States bank Upon a late report that an atrocious piracy had vost 
service. | stock paid for by the been committed near our coast upon the packet ral 

In my last annual report, I stated that previously | secretary of the trea- Susquehannah, our officers and seamen, with great pe 
to the passing of the act of the 30th of June, 1834,/ sury 641,600 00 alacrity, volunteered their services to go in pursuit ry 
for the better organization of the United States 696,600 00 | of the supposed pirate. a 
Marine corps, double rations had been allowed to In performing this duty they encountered unusual ne 
the commandant of the corps, and to the officers of | Therefore, the present amount of hardships and privations, for which their usual pay ee 
the same, commanding at the navy yards at Ports-| stocks will be only $352,632 25| and emoluments form no adequate compensation 0s 
mouth, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Washing- | But of the proceeds of the United I would respectfully suggest the propriety of mak- 0 
ton, Norfoik, and at Pensacola; to the senior ma-| States bank stock, about 200,000 00} ing provision by law for giving suitable rewards in ‘6 
rine officers in the squadrons in the Mediterranean,| may be invested in stock, and the this case, as well as in like cases, which may here- enc 
the West Indies, on the Brazilian coast, and in the| capital of the fund for the next after occur. of 
Pacific ocean: all receiving the sanction of con-| year may be stated at 552,632 25; In my annual report of December, 1835, I took col 
gress by their appropriations. By this act, the of- Privateer pension fund. (the liberty of suggesting the necessity of establish- wa 
ficers of the marine corps are to receive the same| It was mentioned in my last annual report, that/ing a national foundry, for the purpose of casting ing 
pay, emoluments, and allowances, as are given to | this fund would probably be exhausted previously | cannon, shot and shells, as well for the army as al 
officers of similar grades in the infantry of the |to January, 1838; accordingly, the last stock was | navy. This subject I beg leave to bring to your am 
army. sold in May last, and the proceeds applied to pen- | notice as one of great importance. tet 

The act of the 16th of March, 1802, fixing the | sions. An establishment for the manufacture of powder by 
peace establishinent of the United States, author- |The number of pensioners payable out of this fund| for the army and navy is one of nearly equal im- cu 
izes allowances to the commanding officers of each| _ is 36| portance. It is believed that under a joint board of tre 
separate post, of such additional number of rations| And the annual amount required to pay officers of the army and navy, these objects inay be m 
as the president of the United States shall, from} them $2,920 | effected with great advantage to the country. me 
time to time, direct. These provisions of the last} Pensions to invalids were, according to law,| Itis my duty to state that the building occupied rat 
act were continued by an act of the 3d of March, | granted to be paid during life, or continuance of| as offices of the navy department, is not such as pe 
1815, fixing the military peace establishment. disability; it is therefore recommended, as in my | to afford the proper and convenient accommodations ur 

The paymaster of the marine corps made pay- | last report, that provision be made to pay these | to the officers and clerks employed. The want of as 
ments for double rations to officers heretofore re- | pensioners. rooms for the documents and vouchers of the depart- of 
ceiving the same, from the Ist of July to the 30th! It is estimated that the annual sum of $4,000 00} ment has made it necessary to crowd the halls and m 
of September, 1834; but the accounting officers of | will be sufficient, net only for this purpose, but| passages of the building with wooden boxes filled til 
the treasury did not think proper to allow the same, | also to pay the debts of the funds, and satisfy any | with papers. st 
inasmuch as the commands of these officers had | claims that may be allowed under existing laws. This adds much to the danger from fire, to which Ww 
never been designated as separate stations agreea-| On the first of January next, six months’ pay|the building, with its valuable contents, is daily fa 
bly to the rule prescribed for the army. will be due, and should alaw not be made early| exposed. It is hoped measures may be adopted it: 

This was a case of difficulty which, it was re- | enough to authorize the pay:nent at that time, most for extending the building, and for the safe-keeping 1 
spectfully suggested, required legislative interfe-|of the pensioners will, in ail probability, be much | of the valuable records and papers it contains. th 
rence, which suggestion [ beg leave to repeat. distressed and disappointed. By the statement marked U, hereto annexed, it a 

‘ The rule for allowing double or increased rations Navy hospital fund. will appear that of the appropriations heretofore Pr 
af: should be fixed by law. This subject hasreceived |The balance in the treasury to the credit of this | made for the suppression of the slave trade, there {i 
Is the attention, but not the final action of congress. fund on the Ist of October, 1836, was $75,717 36| remained in the treasury on the 23d of November it 
i The report of commodores Stewart and Dallas, | And the receipts to the Ist of October, Jast, $10,763 74. V 
ih and captain Bolton, who were appointed a board; 1837, 19,293 00; The necessary references to papers and docu- i 
¥ to prepare plans for the improvement of the navy — ments connected with this report, will be found in a 
Me yard at Pensacola, contains no estimate of the ex- $95,010 36| the schedule hereunto annexed. All which is re- p 
i pense of carrying the proposed improvements into | Expenditures to Ist October, 1837, 808 00 | spectfully submitted. S| 
+) effect; and as that expense must be necessarily MAHLON DICKERSON. 0 
a's very great, it was deemed proper to employ an able | Balance Ist October, 1338, $94,202 36) To the president of the United States. 8 
i engineer to make the necessary estimates. The particulars from which the above statements \ 
ing Col. Loammi Baldwin, under whose superinten- | are made, will be seen in the documents accompa- | MR. LEGARE’S LETTER TO A CONSTI- I 
4 ( dence our two dry docks were constructed, was | nying this report. } TUENT. ( 
fl i applied to for this purpose; and an arrangement| A separate report, in obedience to a resolution ( Concluded. ) ( 
et i} made with him to perform this service, if the pro-|of the senate of the 13th of October last, willbe} 1 think I have fully exposed the futility of the 
5 i fessional business he had engaged to perform in the | made, of the state, condition, and amount, of the] pretension that the sub-treasury scheme, by requir- 
4 t state of Georgia would permit, of which there |navy pension fund, the operation and effect upon | ing the payment of the public dues in gold and sil- 
| , would have been but little doubt; but his loss of} the fund by the act of the 3d of March last, for the | ver, will ‘widen the metallic basis of the curren- : 
\ health in this previous duty was such as to leave | more equitable administration of the navy pension} cy.” You see, I trust, clearly, that it will do no 
4 no hope that he could, during the proper season, fund, and the number and names of persons placed | such thing—that its tendency it just the reverse— | 
: F make the examinations and estimates required. on the pension list, the times when pensions were | that it will throw obstacles in the way of a resump- : 
if: An arrangement has since been made with col. | granted to them, and the amount of money paid to| tion of specie payments—and that even when they | 
Me Totton of the army, with the assent of the secre- | each under said act. shall have been resumed, as I hope they soon will 
f tary of war, to imake these examinations and esti-| The duties imposed upon this department by the] be, in spite of all obstacles, it will not contribute 
ry mates; and he is now on his way to Pensacola for | operation of this act, are extremely onerous; and | in the least to the preventing, in future (whenever 
this purpose. It is hoped that, in the course of | require, as I would most respectfully suggest, the; the necessary temptations shall arise) those exces- 
‘ this and the next month, this important duty may aid of a separate bureau, under a proper head as! sive issves of bank paper, which never fail to drive 
be performed in a satisfactory manner by the offi- | commissioner of navy pensions, with powers and | the precious metals out of the country, or at least, 
cer to whom it is entrusted. duties similar to those of the commissioner of pen-j out of circulation. Just as much coin as will be 
Navy pension fund. sions of the war department. necessary to meet the current demands at the cus- 
, The number of invalid pensioners payable out of} In compliance with the resolution of the house} tom house will be kept on hand somewhere or by 
si this fund is 356 | of representatives of the 3d of March, 1§36, a board} some body. But it will be an isolated, inert mass, 
fi And the annual sum required to pay of oflicers was appointed to ascertain the efficiency, | forming no more a part of the general circulation, 
1 them is $28,895 70 and test the safety, of the medium or light guns of| and baving no more effect upon it, than if it were 
The number of widow pensioners is 238 | the navy, and to compare their effects with those of | in the mines again. 
4 And the annual sum required to pay the guns for which they were proposed to be sub- The truth is, that my great objection to the sys- 
; them is 47,820 00 stituted. The necessary preparations and other| tem is, that by abandoning the banks to their own 
" The number of minor children causes prevented the completion of these duties| uncontrolled and unaided management, it exposes 
i pensioners is 84 | until the 28th of September last. the country to one of two consequences, both of 
H And the annual sum required to From the report made by the board of that day,| them pregnant with calamity and confusion—that 
iF pay them is 11,052 00 it appears that, after subjecting the medium or light! through its operation, negative and positive, either 
: i ——jguns to severe tests, they were all satisfied with | bank paper would expel the precious metals entire- 
H The whole number of pensioners their safety when used with proper charges. ly from the circulation (as that term has been al- 
iH is G78| They were also unanimously of opinion that the | ready explained) and become itself perhaps incura- 
i medium thirty-two pounders were to be preferred to| bly depreciated, or that by exciting a popular fer- 
And the present annual charge is $37,767 70 the heavy twenty-four pounders for the upper gun | ment against the banks, those institutions would be 
This statement is complete to the 1st of October, invo) ved in one common ruin, and thus, the only cur- 
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rinciple, that if you wish the precious metals to 
rirculate as money, you must make room for them in 
the channels of business, He that tells you in one 
and the same breath that he will adopt no means to 
restrict the issues of bank paper, or any other pa- 
er, but will take care to keep it in check by fore- 
ing an annual importation of specie for one special 
class of transactions, utters a practical contradic- 
tion. He undertakes an impossibility. It is the 
very spirit of quackery. Itis attacking a symptom 
instead of the disease—applying an external, topi- } 
cal remedy, when the whole system, the whole cir- 
culation is diseased. Throw his nostrum to the 
dogs; it will inflame your disease instead of curing 
it, or give you a complication of maladies instead of 
e. 

ert does not enter into my present purpose, t@®pro- 
pose any plan for the reform of our paper issues, 
even if 1 had fully made up my mind (as I am free 
to own [have not) on that subject. It is quite 
enough for me, so far as the bil! laid on the table 
of the house is concerned, that I see nothing to re- 
commend it to the country. I had infinitely rather 
wait a little longer, especially as things are mend- 
ing. The plan suggested and most ably maintain- 
ed in debate, by Mr. Rives, of Virginia, would, I 
am confident, have been successful, at least as a 
temporary measure, had it heen frankly embraced 
by the administration, and committed for the exe- 
cutiou of it, to the hands of such a secretary of the 
treasury as Mr. Dallas. Unfortunately one of the 
most prominent—nay, the most prominent, the 
most etfective, and for a completely successful ope- 
ration of the system, in my opinion, the most indis- 
pensable of all the Sate institutions, was laboring 
under such a weight of prejudice and unpopularity, 
as to put the employment of its agency entirely out 
of the question. The distinguished senator, just 
mentioned, seemed himself to partake of this hos- | 
tility; and one of our own, admitting, as I under- | 
stand him, that the instrumentality of that bank | 
would be effectual to re-establish the disordered af- 
fairs of the country, recoiled at the idea of giving 
its presiding officer what he considered as a tri- 
umph over the government. This scheme being 
thus frustrated, having indeed, been condemned by 
avery decisive vote in both houses, it is unneces- 
sary to enter into an examination of its principal 
features. I may be allowed, however, to mention 
its provision for excluding the paper of all banks 
which should not be able to resume specie pay- 
ments on acertain day, to be specified in the act, 
and that for refusing to receive in payment of the 
public dues, the paper of any bank that, after a rea- | 
sonable period, should continue to issue any notes 








} 





(nor, I will add, desired) under present circum- 
stances. As to any forced and precipitate return 
or rather recourse, (for we never yet have had any 
thing that deserved the name of a metallic curren- 
cy), to gold and silver, it would be accompanied, if 
it were possible to effect it suddenly, with a confis- 
cation of property and an amount of inisery, des- 
pair and ruin, to which the atrocities of Roman 
proscription, in this respect, were mere mercy. 

And here I will remark, that regarding the pre- 
cious metals as wholly out of the question in the 
United States, for any other purpose, or to any other 
extent, than as a fest and standard to prevent ex- 
cess in our paper issues, thinking only with alarm 
and horror of any measure or any doctrine that 
might seduce the popular mind into the adoption of 
them as the whole, or even the bulk of the circulat- 
ing medium, I cannot and will not consent to try any 
experiment from which such a consequence may, by 
any possibility flow. <A friend of mine, for exam- 
ple—a grave and enlightened, and a good man— 
asked me the other day, on my stating to him some 
of the preceding objections to the project of Mr. 
Woodbury, whether If did not think that the people, 
if compelled to pay specie to the government, when 
they could get none from the banks, would become 
at length so much excited against those institutions, 
as tu coerce them into a different course of policy, 
or to destroy them all. Why, were it not, that our 
people are too moral, discreet and intelligent, to be 
driven easily to extreme courses; and were not their 
interests, as borrowers, too much identified with 
those of the banks, I should not be very much as- 
tonished if some such ebullition of passion did hap- 
pen to be the fruit of the declarations upon this 
subject, aided by such measures as the sub-treasury 
exactions. And should such an event occur, should 
a deep-rooted hostility and distrust in regard to the 
moneyed institutions of the country take possession 
of men’s minds, it is easy to see that the conse- 
queuces would be most disastrous. Every body at 
all versed in these matters, knows that few banks 
can stand, or are from their very constitution ex- 
pected to stand a panic though it be but a commer- 
cial panic; but against a political panic there is, 
confessedly, no adequate protection whatever. 

But there is a cry against corporations as mono- 
polies, at the very moment that our commerce, 
through the late convention, is crying out for limit- 
ed partnerships, which are in effect the very same 
thing. I am not prepared to say whether it is in 
either case quite safe to depart altogether from the 
stern principle of the common law, which makes 
every partner in such a concern, responsible for the 
whole amount of its transactions. Each stockhold- 


dom, guided by a sincere view to the good of the 
country. The concern is too fearfully important, 
too fundamental, too pervading—the subject is too 
complicated, too much beset with difficulties in 
theory as well as in practice, to be lightly tampered 
with. Above all, it is no fit matter four fanatical 
propaganism. It must not be made the Shibboleth of 
party. The wisest statesman will approach it 
with fear and trembling, and his anxiety will be in 
proportion to his wisdom. 

As to the fluctuations to which the currency of 
the country is said to be rendered liable, by dis- 
counts on government deposites, where is the evi- 
dence of the fact in our past experience? I speak 
of the ordinary deposites, of course; not of such 
preposterous surplus as was allowed to accumulate 
until the distribution act of the session before last. 
Unquestionably, that surplus, ought not to have 
been suffered to go into commerce, to so great an 
extent, without suitable precautionary arrange- 
ments; and should such a thing ever occur again, 
such arrangements would, no doubt be made. But 
the evils produced even by those extraordinary de- 
posites—besides that they have been prodigiously 
overrated by people who did not look or could not 
see beyond what was passing in this country, while 
the operations of the bank and the capitalists of 
England, were, as I have shown elsewhere, exer- 
cising such incalculable influence over our aflairs 
—were in a degree, nay, principally owing to the 
financial blinders of some of the very men, who 
now cite them to prove that, under all circumstan- 
ces whatever, they would produce the same effect. 
So far as I know, nobody pretends to dispute this 
—nobody, I mean, that has not an interest in do- 
ing so. Mr. Secretary Woodbury’s policy, espe- 
cially, in the execution of the distribution or de- 
posite law, as it is called, is considered, and I think 
justly considered, as a signal piece of mismanage- 
ment. What sound inference, I ask again, can be 
drawn from the effects of such an exorbitant accu- 
mulation of public funds, so unskilfully disposed 
of, against the allowing the banks to use in dis- 
counts a moderate revenue, received with great 
regularity at stated periods, and requiring a very 
uniform amouut of funds to meet current disburse- 
ments? Who ever heard before of the evils attend- 
ing these discounts? Where is there any evidence 
of this in our past history? Did Mr. Gallatin—did 
Mr. Dallas—did any of our really able men ever 
speak of them? On the contrary, did they not one 
and all of them, consider bank agency as indis- 
pensable in collectigg and transferring, the public 
revenues, and the privilege of discounting on ave- 
rage balances as only a fair compensation for the 


of a lower denomination than ten dollars. This is a} er, for example, might very will be rendered liable, services thus rendered?* The principle of this as 


specimen of the manner in which the federal go- | 
vernment, co-operating with the state legislatures, | 
may, even in its present imperfect state of its pow- | 
ers, in regard to this important subject, exercise a | 
controlling influence over the currency. 

When I speak of the powers of the federal go- 
vernment as imperfect, I allude not only to the | 
doubts entertained by so many public men, (myself | 
among the rest), of the constitutionality of a bank of 
the United States, constituted like the two former 
ones, but, also, to other measures that might be | 
proposed as substitutes for it. For instance, the 
issuing a certain amount of treasury notes, not to 
be cancelled when once paid in to the government, 
but to circulate permanently as a subsidiary cur- | 
rency, and a means of exchange between the states. | 
Iam fully aware how very dangerous such a power | 
is, and I should not consent to exercise it, except | 
in an extreme case, even if I had as little doubt | 
about its being vested in congress, as Mr. Madison | 
repeatedly expressed. I mention it to show you | 
how very much the difficulties of this perplexing | 
subject are aggravated by the character of our in- | 
stitutions; for of the many schemes for improving 
the currency of England, which have been proposed 
of late years, two of the most plausible assume this 
power to exist in the government, as of course, it 
clearly does.exist in England.* There can be no 
doubt, but that all the wisdom and ability of the 
country will be fully tasked, for many years to 
come, in establishing our paper issues upon a safe 
and efficient footing. I say paper issues, because 
I have no idea of its being practicable very mate- 
rially to enlarge our metallic currency, without such 
a change in our state constitutions, in our mode of 
doing business, and, indeed, in the habits and char- 
acter of our people, as are not to be looked for, 

*Mr. Francis Bailey’s and Mr. Burges’s—see for 
the latter, the Minutes of Evidence, &c. in 1832. 
His plan is to issue a certain amount of exchequer 
bills, proportioned, judiciously, to the amount of 
the revenues and the dividends of the public debt— 
to circulate with bank notes and gold, as a subsi- 











for double or treble the value of his shares—but 
with some such limitation, joint stock companies 
are altogether indispensable to the sonthern states, 
where there is so little individual capital and enter- 
prise. Even Mr. Horsely Palmer, prejudiced as he 
is against those companies, admits that they are 
necessary, under such circumstances. Suppose, 
then, that the result of the measure in question and 
the declamations with which it has been ushered 
in, should be the downfall of all existing banking 
institutions—what then? Are we prepared for the 
consequences? Have we asked ourselves what 
they would probably be? Have we given the sub- 
jectso much as one serious thought? 

Would the precious metals immediately take the 
place of bank notes? I have already spoken to 
that case. It is, and must forever continue to be, 
out of the question, as long as the Anglo American 
continues as he is. 

It is much more propable that the vacuum would 
at first be filled with paper of all sorts, issued by in- 
dividuals upon their own private responsibility, as 
is now the facbin some parts of the country, with 
regard to small bills, and as was the case in Eng- 
land, during the reign of William III. to which I 
have already referred. Davenant states that the 


utterance of paper was so great (before the bank of 


England had issued much or even any) “that rents 
and taxes were exclusively paid in it, and trade 


carried on at home, almost without the show of 


bb] 


money.” Locke says the same thing, and mentions 


a single goldsmith (for of such were the bankers of 


that day) who became insolvent, having notes and 
other habilities out to the amount of £1,100,000.* 

But a third resource would be one thoroughly 
tried and solemnly condemned by our fathers—bills 
of credit—continental currency. Certainly none of 
these three expedients is to be preferred to our pre- 
sent system of banking, with such improvements as 
modern experience suggests, and the actual condi- 
tion of society and of commerce demands. These 
improvements must be made—but they can only be 
made in the spirit of cautious and deliberate wis- 








diary or supplementary currency. 


*I quote from Wheatley. 








well as of every other part of banking, is a very 
simple one. Itis, as a great statesman remarks, 
that money being a productive thing, when the 
usual time of its demand can be tolerably calcula- 
ted, it may, with prudence, be safely laid out to the 
profit of the holder.t It was certainly quite natural, 
that in this country, of all others, destitute as it 
was originally of mercantile capital, this humane 
view of the subject of government deposites should 
be taken by our early financiers. ‘That the use of 
those deposites has since °89, added immensely to 
the aggregate wealth of the nation, no one can pre- 
tend to dispute—and [again demand the proof, that, 
with the exception of the enormous surplus of the 
last year, this advantage has been alloyed with any 
evil whatever. 

I am aware, that in a series of well written ar- 
ticles on this subject, in the course of the last sum- 
mer, the editor of the Patriot exemplified his gene- 
ral position, by the effects which he attributed to 
the payment of the national debt on the adminis- 
tration of the bank of the United States in 1831. 
He pointed to a sudden enlargement of its issues, 
which he affirmed to be owing to the necessity the 
bank was under, of laying out the capital, thus 
disengaged from the government securities, in dis- 
counts of commercial paper. But, I submit, that 
admitting the allegation for the sake of the argu- 
ment, there is no analogy between the cases. This 
illustration has, indeed, an immensely important 
bearing upon the subject of banking, in another 
point of view, which I have not time here to dis- 
cuss—but, how any harm done by the unexpected 
payment to the bank, of a large amount of its own 
capital, by one of its debtors, and a necessity of 
changing, without loss of time, the form of its in- 
vestment, proves that the use, without interest, of 
the coinparatively moderate sums uniformly re- 
ceived on account of others, and averaging the 
whole year round, and even from year to vear, 
pretty nearly the same amount, ought to be inter- 





*See Mr. Gailatin’s Considerations on Currency, 
&e. 1831. 
tBurke’s speech on economical reform. 
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dicted, I cannot perceive, especially when the bank 
takes no commission, and gives a fair quid pro quo, 
inreceiving, keeping and paying them away, as well 
as making remittances from place to place. If the 
public securities held by the Bank of England were 
suddenly paid off, (as they cannot be, however, by 
its charter,) I dare say the necessity of finding in- 
vestment, in private discounts, &c. for so much 
capital, night lead to great derangements in busi- 
ness and the currency: but would that show that 
it had not been a faithful depository of the public 
monies, or ought not to have used them, with mo- 
deration and prudence, in the common course of 
business, or that much good has not been done by 
the use of them? 

Still I have no unwillingness to admit that this 
whole question of the use of the deposites, (and it 
is true of private as well as public ones), is strictly 
a practical mailer, an alfair of administration which 
cannot be rigidly settled a priori. A skilful finan- 
cier at the head of the treasury would very soon 
perceive what checks and limitations it might be 
necessary to impose upon it, where there was any 
chance of extraordinary irregularity. So long as 
the public revenues continued uniform, there could 


be no danger or difficulty whatever, and I will here | 


add, what strikes me as an important remark. As 
L . ° 

those revenues are, (except years of extraordinary 

Speculation in western lands) levied almost exclu- 


j Ths . 4 i 
sively upon the commerce of the country, they | 


would fluctuate only as that commerce fluctuated. 
It is, therefore, manifest that every objection to the 
use of the deposites would apply a@ fortiori to dis- 
counts of the paper of merchants representing that 
commerce—just in the proportion which the ave- 


rage amount ef the revenue should happen to be to | 


the average amount of the imports—say as 25 or 30 
is to 100. It is an objection which goes tu the 
Whole system of banking—at least so long as the 
function Of banking, or lending money, and that of 
Issuing Currency conlinues to be confounded. And 
luis Is another evidence of what I maintained. in 
@° gress, that the bill on the table is really much 
more subversive than most of its warmest advocates 
linagine, 

As to the idea that the withholding the use of the 
public nroney from the banks will have a tendency 
to make a change in the relative commerce of 
Charleston and New York, it appears to me per- 
fectly visionary. It is not government credits that 
have given to the latter ciiy its immense ascendant 
in the union as a mercantile cgpital, but the advan- 
tares which marked it oul aS’a mercantile capital 
have drawa to it the government credits. 
venue having been almost exclusively derived from 
daties on imports, was not and could not be 
cause, but the effect of commerce. 
facts. Itis bul the ether dav 
of Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, &c. were nearly 
as creat as those of New York. ; 
even greater. Philodelphia has bad the additional 
advantave of being tic seat of the Bank of the Unit- 
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ed States, So fir as gov ment influence and pa- 

tronage went thea, they were against the progress | 
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oF Mat monopory which ior twenty years past, New 
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york has been. gradnaliy acquiring. She has ac. 
quired it, and 


be is now avove the necessity oi any 
ail from the governm 
suiier from woat it 


may do to create discredit anc 
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tor, iastead of pulling th shoulders manfutly to 
the wheel—if it is only on the churlish policy of 
letting nobody make advantave of the federal hoard, 
that they bntid their hopes, they will, [ confidently 
predict it, be disappointed. New York, besides 
what natare has so bountifully done for her, has had 
another amenss advantag Sue has been the fa- 
vorite seat of New iingland enterprize. She is, in 
truth, the capital of the east, as much as of the 
inighty state whose name she bears. Let us emu- 
Jate instead of repining in unavailing envy. 
too, have very great nataral advantages. as I rejoice 
to see we begin to perceive and to feel. Let us 
turn them to account. 

There is roorn enough for all, in the boundiess 
operations of modern commerce. And, should we 


be successful in our undertaking, we shall bring | 
back, with our active business, all its incidental ad- | 


vantages, We shall take away from New Yorka 
part of the government deposites—but we shall 
take them away not to hurt her, but to benefit our- 
selves, not to bury them in the earth unprofitably, 
but to make them a fountain of blessings to hun- 
dreds of worthy farnilies, to whom the credits of 
which they would be the foundation, would furnish 
the means of active and prosperous business. Shontd 
the day come, as it scems likely soon to come, 
when the systeia of direct imnortations would bear 
its full frail, how inueh should we regret the hasty 
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adoption of the proposed system? We are ail alive 
to the great benefits we should derive, in a mere 
pereeee point of view, (to speak of nothing else 

ere), from the establishment of a navy yard in this 
port, and yet we do not seein to consider that the 
policy now contemplated, with regard to the depo- 
posites, might deprive us under more auspicious 
circumstances of as much as we expect to gain 
from the success of our efforts in that case. Of 
course, this would be but a small matter, if the pub- 
lic good really required a sacrifice of the kind at 
our hands, but in weighing the many interests in- 
volved in the sub-treasury question, it ought not to 
be entirely forgotten. 

But, after all, on this head, as well as on that of 
exacting the federal dues in gold and silver, I object 
most to the unnatural ‘divorce’ of the governing 
part of the community from the great body of it. I 
would have our government bone of our bone, and 
fie@h of our flesh. I would have it feel whatever 
we feel, that it should know what we want and 
have aright to expect from it by an immediate and 
unerring syinpathy. It should suffer from our ills 
in order to remedy them. In case of disease or 
_distemperature, the same blood should burn in our 
veins, the same pulses throb in our temples. 

The idea of distinguishing one part of the body 
politic from the rest, strikes me, I repeat it, as un- 
natural and shocking. It has an air of conquest 
about it, and even of barbaric conquest-—it reminds 
one of the Turk encamped in the provinces of the 
Greek empire—of a Tartar dinasty, levying contri- 
butions upon the subjugated Chinese. That does 
not appear to me a well ordered or even a civilized 
public economy, which admits of such an incon- 
gruity. To see it in all its deformity, to feel it in 
‘all its harsh and odious repualsiveness, you have 
|only to imagine the 60,000 (or 100,060, or what- 
‘ever the number may be) of federal officers in the 
| Red Book, the Livre @’or, hereditary, or contemplate 
| them fora moment as freeholds, like most of the 
| 
| 
| 








offices at common law—wherein would they differ 
from those 60,000 knigiits-fees of William the Con- 
Gueror, and his Norman horde? If this separation 
strikes us at the first view as something 
and unfit; if it has never, even in times of our great- 


est perplexity, in the dark hour of war and reverses, | 


occurred to any of the great men to whom the des- 
tinies of our country have been committed, or has 
| occurred to them only as an alternative in a choice 
| of evils, we may safely concinde that there is some- 
| thing morally wrong in it, which needs to be ex- 
| cused by an extreme necessity. Since the founda- 
' tion of civil society, the right of coining money and 


| 
' 
' 


liinitations 
not, 
set to that prerogative, which do not exist else- 
vhere; bunt if we have not power technically so 
called, we have great influcace and authority, which 


we are bond to use for te common benefit. And 


| 

| 

ivery pecnitar constitution, it Is true, 

! . ’ ° P ° Pa 
;seem_ to have been, whether tntentionaily or 
| 

| 


iwe may easily reform our insiitutions so far as to 
i correct, if it be deemed neccessary, the evils we muy 
discover in them, in this particular. 

There were various other heads on which it was 





outef my powertodo so. twillonly add that as to 


ry system, properly so cailed, does not seem to 
[have met with any faver here; that of special depos- 
lites in the banks being universaily preferred. Iam 
glad it is so, for whatever objections I may have to 
the latter scheme, I consider 1{ as insocent in com- 
parison with that recommended by the secretary. 
Mr. Gallatin, in whose creat ability.eniightened by 
the most ample experience, [ have the highest con- 
fidenee, considers this scheme as substantially the 
the same as that plan of a national bank approved 
by genera! Jackson, and rejected with the unani- 


ways and means. of which Mr. M’Duffie was chair- 
man in 1830—31. Between a commercial bank 
and a political bank of the United Staite: 
appeared then to hesitate at all, Now, 
form these sub-freasuries mig! 
have no doubt, they would grow in‘ lar hank- 
ing institution. If it be true, as Mir, Gallatin af- 
firms. that the fiseal concerns of the nation can be 
well conducted only through the agency of such an 
institution, the sub-treasnry would soon become an 
office of deposite and at length of discount. The 
convenience and even the necessities of the govern- 
ment would lead it to encroach little by litthe—and 
the embarrassments of the domestic exchanges 
would reconcile the people to those encroachments. 
Consider. what the mint once was in England. it 
was, 2s Burke observes, of as much ireportance on 
the then scale of things, and the then order of busi- 
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inatural | 


reguiating the value of it, with a view to uniformity 
in the currency, has been acknowledged as one of | 


the hich prerogatives of government. Under our | 
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if tats be found insufficient, after a full experience, 
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the custody of the pubiic deposites, the sub-treasn- | 


mous assent of the country by the committee of 
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ness as the bank is at this day. It was the pro. 
centre of money transactions and remittances {.. 
England and the neighboring countries. 4,1. 
Charles I. among other arbitrary measures Tisteaes 
by despotic necessity, made it withhold the roms 
that lay there for remittance. That blow, (and hap- 
ily too, adds Burke,) it never recovered. Now P 
is exactly such “remittance shops,” that these pb. 
treasuries, once established, would probably b ; 
come. Let those who support the scheme, because 
they are opposed to a national bank, ponder well Over 
this view of the subject. 

On the whole, you have now the general views 
by which my course on this equally important ang 
difficult sabject was grounded. I have only to adi 
tha@I followed the best lights of my understandinc 
with a single eye to the good of the country, and 
that in doing so, I felt very confident I should ince: 
with the approbation of the enlightened constitueney 
| Which I have the honor to. represent. I am, dodr 
sir, with great esteem, your friend and bumble ser. 
vant, HUGH 8. LEGARE. 
Lo————esq. 

P. S. I perceive, as I am closing this letter, that 
the editor of the Southern Patriot, thinks it ineon- 
sistent with my speech. He is certainly mistakey. 
}and would find, if he did me the favor to read thei 
| over again, that | have done no more here than doe- 
| velope inore fully what I said there. The suppo 
| sed inconsistency arises from his confounding what 
Tobject to the bill, standing by itself, with what | 
| apprehend to be iis tendency as part of a sysiem—to 
ithe billasa mere economical measure, with th: 
bill as an expression of poli@eal doctrines and pur- 
| poses ana the beginning of a great financial revoli- 
ition. It was against the spirit and declarations—- 
‘the guo animo—of its advocates that I felt bound to 
| protest still more decidedty than against the thine 

itself. Served up au naturel by a plain cook, a! 
(though not very palateavle or nourishing, it might 
| not be very offensive—but it is quite another atiair 
when done « la sauce infernale, garnished wiih bol! 
theories, with ravings about inequality of fortune, 
and with vehement appeals to popular passion. 

As to what I said of its requiring, comparatively, 
littie specie to pay government dues, I urged it as 
argumentum ad hominem to one of the advocates of 
the Lill, who quite forget that he was bound to 
show that it widened the metallic basis.’’ In truth, 
if all the business of the country were transacted in 
some great capital, like London, very little coin 
would be needed, although as I have satd, that 
would not diminish the tax imposed on the peopie 

| by money changers. ‘This was proved by tlie ope- 
|rations of the late Bank of the United States, which 
had a like efiect. But one of the circumstances 
which makes me apprehend disorders of the cur- 
|rency and in business. at the present time, from the 
isystem, is the want of concert among so many in- 
| dependent state institutions, and the facilities it ai- 
'fords to speculators to operate separately against 
itnem: as well as the fact, that a great deal of me- 
iney is collected by the government, in parts of the 
country, (Charleston for exampie,) where it | 
|}away very little. We saw the efiect of the torr 


} 
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|cirentostance in the history of the suspension « 
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| 


specie payments here. Cur banks, which were i! 
'a very sound state, were drained, as T have aiways 
| understood, by northern inoney changers, specuial- 
‘ing in gold and silver, upon the distresses of } 
York. li what Mr. Cardozo says of the intensity 
‘of the demand for coin, to be created by the bill 
ishonid turn out in practice to be true, scenes ol (his 
|sort, I think, will be perpetualy renewed, and i 
need not tell him that no banking institution, 
cept of the most eclossai capital, could resist suc’ 
attacks. 

In short, admitting his reasonings, they amount 
it seems to me, simply to this—there is too muc! 
bank capital in the country—therefore, you can a0 
no harm by diminishing if. Ist. 
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| 
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JVhe answer is, | 
Your taking ont of trade solid capital, such as the 
rovernment deposites, and those of merchants, to « 
corresponding amount, will not prevent, nor have tre 
least tendency todiminish trading on fictitious cap!- 
tal and in spurious paper. 2d. You do not seem ‘0 
consider that by simply diminishing cepital, you 
diminish the amonnt of business aud productive 
power which it wenerates. a: 
the curreney ercated by it, without any other eflect 
whatever. 

It is most trne, after all, that these are questions, 
which experience alone can decide ina satisfactory 
manner, All theoretical opinions in regard to them 
are more or less conjectural. 

To me, it appears, however, very clear that this 
measure wiil withdraw from commerce an immense 
sum, (not less than 20 or even 20 millions a year, 
without any compensation whatever. This is a tain- 
pering with trade, which I cannat contemplate with- 
oul alarm. 
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